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Tohis Excerrency

Dox RICARDO WALL,

PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE TO HIS MOST
CATHOLIC MAJESTY,

LIEUTENANT GENERAL OF THE ARMIES OF SPAIN,

COMMENDAR7 OF PENAUZENDE IN THE
ORDER OF St. JAGO, &c. &c.

AND HERETOFORE

AMBASSADOR AND PLENIPOTENTIARY
AT THE COURT OF GREAT BRITAIN.

S IR, - -

HE permiffion I obtamed to infcribe the following
I tranflation of Don QuixoTe to your Excellency, while

you refided in this Capital, affords me a double plea-

fure; as it not only gives me an opportunity of exprefling that
profound refpect and veneration with which I contemplate your

Excellency’s chara&ter ; but alfo implies your approbation,

which cannot fail to influence the public in behalf of the per-
formance: I have the hanour to be,

SIR, _
Your Excellency’s moft obedient

Humble Servant,

Lonn?;;slfcb-ﬁ T, SMOLLETT.
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CERVANTES

reproach of ‘Spain; for, if his admirable genius and heroi¢
fpirit conduced to the hanour of his country, the diftrefs and
obfcurity which attended his ol age, as effectually re-
dounded to her difgrace. Had he lived amidft Gothic darknefl and bar-
barity, where no records were ufed, and letters altogether unknown, we

ieht have expelted to derive from tradition; a number of partictilars
relating to the family and fortune of a2 man fo remarkably admired even
in his own time, But, one would imagine pains had been taken to
throw a veil of oblivion over the perfomal concerns of this excellent an-
thor. No inquiry hath, as yet, been able to -afcertain the place of his
nativity; and, although in his works he hasdeclared himfelf a gentleman
by birth, no houfc has hitherto laid claim to firch an illuftrious def¢en-

MIGUEL de Cervantes Saavedra- was. at once the glory and

One *anthor fiys be was bornatEfquivias; but, offers noargument n
fupport of his affertion : and probably the conjellire was founded upon
the encomiams which Cervantes himfelf beftowy on that place, t6 which
‘be gives the epithet of Renowned, in his preface to Petfiles and Sigif~
munda. Others affirm he firft drew breath in Lucens, grounding their
opinion upon a vague tradiaon which there prevass ;' @i a - third fet
.. ® Themas Tamayo de Vargas, + Don Nicholas Antonio.

take
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take it for granted that he was a native of Seville, becaufctherearefa-
mihies I that aity known by the names of Cervantes and Saavedra ; and
our author mentions his having, - in-his - early youth, feen plays alted by
Lope Roeda, who was a Sevilian. Thefe, indeed, are prefumptions that
deferve fon . regard, tho', far from implying certain information, they
fcarce even amount to probable conjeCture : nay, thefe very circumftances
feunto:ﬂ'pmvethcfuppﬁ:on for, had he been altually defcended
from thofe families, they would, in all likelthood, have prdferved fome
memonials of his birth, which Don Nicholas Antonio would have recorded,

in fpeaking of his fellowcitizen. All thefe pretenfions are now generally
fet afide in favour of Madnid, which claims the honour of having pro-

duced Cervantes, -and bmkkhcrm]conanexpreﬂion‘inhls\foyage
to Pamaflus, which, in my opinion, 1s altogcthcr equivocal and incon-
cdufive. C . _
‘ : . *i‘ ;\}'1
lhth:'midﬁ of “fuch undm'dui cont'mﬁm,'ifl may be allowed to ha-
zard a conjefture, 1 would fuppole that there was fomething myfterious
m his extrahon, which he had no inchnation to explain, and that his
family had domefhic reafons. for mamtaumning the hke referve: Wi
admﬂmgﬁmcﬁ:dlmonve,wccanhardlyamntforhlsﬁlm&e ’a
Iulae&d:atmuﬂhawaﬂ’udedhmmopporumnywmmﬂmt
refpe& which he fo honefty difplays in the courfe of his writings. ° UnIeﬁ:
we condude that he was: infligated to renounce all connexion with his
hnﬂrdmdalﬁs,byimmmpmsﬂlght,mfymgmpul&.o;mal
mjury be had fuftaned ; 2 fuppofition which, Iown, 1s not at all impro-
bable, cenfidering the jealous fenfibility of the Spaniardsin general, and
the warmth of refentment peculiar to our author, which glows through
hnpoﬁﬁmmﬁ:mncdbyaﬂthcfeatsofpwcrty,andaﬂﬂn
mmcfddagcandcxpencm:. .

Wlnt:vamy]nvchmﬁcplamofhasnmmty wegztherﬁomthe
preface to his novels, that he was born in the year 1549: and his wnitings
declare that his education was by no means neglefted; for, over and above

a natural fund of humour and invention, he appears to have pefiefied a

valuable flock of acquired knowledge: we find him imtimately acquainted
with the Latin daffics, well read in the hiftory of nations, . verfed in the

philofophy, rhetoric, and divinity of the fchools, tinCtured with aftrology
_«nd geography, converfant with the beft Italian authors, and pu'fe&l}'

];&&hhmhmnﬁﬁ 'Otduymﬂiyﬁl!
mafber
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mafter of his own Caftilian language. His genius, which wastoodelicate
and volatile to engage in the feverer ftudies, direfted his attention to the
productions of tafte and polite literature, which, while they amufed his
fancy, enlarged, augmented, and improved his ideas, and taught him to
fet proper bounds to the excurfions of his imagination.

~ Thus qualified, he could not fail to make pertinent obfervations in his

commerce with mankind : the peculiarities of charafter could not efcape
his penetration ; whatever he faw became familiar to his judgment and
underftanding ; and every fcene he exhibits, is 2 juft well.drawn charac-
teriftic picture of human life, -

How he exercifed thefc talents in his youth and in what manner the
firft years of his manhood were employed, we are not able to explain,
becaufe hiftory and- tradition are altogether filent on the fubjett; unlefs we
admit the authority of onc-* author, who fays, he was fecretary to the
duke .of Alva, without alledging any one faét or argument in fupport
of his affertion. Had he attually enjoyed a poft of fuch importance, we
fhould not, in all probability, have wanted materials to fupply this chafm
in his life; nor fhould we find him afterwards in the ftation of a com-
men foldier. .

Others imagine that he ferved as volunteer in Flanders, where he was
raifed to the rank of enfign in the company commanded by Don Diego
de Urbina ; grounding this belief on the fuppofition that the hiftory of
the Captive, related in the firft part of Don Quixote, is a literal detail of
his own.adventures. But, this notion is rejefted by thofe who confider
that Cervantes would hardly have contented himfelf with the humble ap-
pellation of foldier, which, in fpeaking of himfelf, he conftantly affumes,
had he ever appeared in any fuperior ftation of a military charalter. In
aword, we have very little information touching the tranfattions of his
life but what he himfelf is pleafed to give through the courfe of his writ-
1ings; and from this we learn that he was chamberlain to cardinal Aqua-
viva in Rome, and followed the profeflion of a foldier for fome years, in
the army commanded by Marco Antonio Colona$, who was, by pope
Pius V. appointed general of the ecclefiaftical forces employed againft
the Turk, and received the confecrated ftandard from the hands of his
holinefs, in the church of St. Peter,

® Nicholas Antonio, Biblioth. Hifp. + His dedication of Galates. -
| Under
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Under this celebrated captain, Cervantes embarked in the chriftian
fleet commanded by Don John of Auftria, who obtaned over the Turks
the clorious victory of Lepanto, where our author loft his left hand by
the thot of an arquebus. This mutilation, which redounded fo much to
his honour, ke has taken care to record ondivers occafions : and, indeed,
it is verv natural to fuppofe his imagmation would dwell upon fuch an
adventure, as the faveurite incident of his life, I wifh he had told us
what recompence he received for his fervices, and what confolation he
enjoved for the lofs of his limb, which muit have effectually difqualified
him for the office of a common foldier, and reduced him to the neceffity

f exercifing fome other emplovment.

Perhaps it was at this period he entered mto the fervice of ¢ardinal
Aquaviva, to whole protection he was entitled by his gallantry and mif-
fortune; and now, in all hkelihood, he had ledfure and opportunity to
prokcute his favounte ftudies, to cultivate the mufe, and render hamfelf
confpicuous by the productions of his genius, which was known and ad-

rmired by feveral authors of diftinction even before his captivity ; for,
Louis Galvez de Montalvo, in his poem prefized to Galatea, fays, the
world lamented his mistortune 1n tears, and the mufe exprefled a widow’s
erief at his abfence. I will even venture to fuppofe, that, in this interval,
his fituation was fuch as enabled him to raife an independent fortune; for,
we find him afterwards relieving the wants of his fellow-captives in Bar-
barv, with fuch liberality as denoted the affluence of his own: circum-
ftances ; and, in his voyage to Parnafius, which was publifhed in his eld:
age, Apollo upbraids him with want of «conomy, and reminds him. of
his having once made his own fortune, which in the fequel he fquandered:
aWav.

I make no doubt but this was the molt fortunate period of Saavedra’s
life, during which he reformed and mprmed the Spamifh theatre, and
uffrered into the worid a number of dramatic performances which were
acted with univerfal applaufe. He* tells us that he had feen:plays alted

by the great Lope de RL.eda, wno was a native of Seville, and- ongma]ly a
gﬁld-beatei : when this genius arft appeared, the Spanith drama was in
its infancy: one large fack or tag contained all the furniture and: drefs of
the thﬁ-atre, canﬁiﬁng of tour theepfkin jackets with the wool on, trimmed

with gilt leather; four beards and periwigs, and the fame number of
pa ‘i:orJ crooks.  The piece was no other than a dialogue or eclogue be-

* I 22 preface 1o his plass,

tween
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tween two or three fwains and a fhepherdefs feafoned with comic inter-
ludcs, or rather low buffoonery, exhibited in the charaters of a black-a-
moor, a bravo, a lool, and a Bifcayan. The ftage 1tfelf was compofed of
or. forms. Therc was no other {cenery than a blanket or horfe-cloth
ftretched acrofs, behind which the muficians fung old ballads unaccom-
panied b}r any fort of inftrument. Lop¢ de Rueda not only compoled
theatrical pieces, but alfo afted in every character with great yeputation ;
in which he was {ucceeded by Naharro, a Toledan, who improved and aug-
mented the decorations, brought the mufic froin behind the blanket and
placed it forwards to the audience, deprived the aftors of their counter-
feit beards, without which no man’s part had been hitherto performed,
invented machines, clouds, thunder and lightening, and introduced chal-
lenges and combats with incredible fuccefs : but, ftill the drama was rude,
unpolifhed, and irregular ; and the fable, tho’ divided into five ats, was
almoft altogether deftitute of manners, propriety, and inyention.

From this uncultivated ftate of ignorance and barbarity, Cervantes
raifed the Spanifh theatre to dignity and efteem, by enriching his dra-
matic productions with moral fentiments, regularity of plan, and propri-
ety of character ; together with the graces of poetry, and the beauties of
imagination. He publifhed thirty pieces, which were reprefented at Ma--
drid with univerfal applaufe ; fo that he may be juftly deemed the pa-
triarch of the Spanifh drama; and, in this particular, revered above Lopg

de Vega himfelf, who did not appear until he had left off writing for the
ftage.

In the year 1574, he was unfortunately taken by a Barbary corfair,
and conveyed to Algiers, where he was fold to a Moor, and remained a

{lave for the ipace of five years and an half; during which he exhibited
repeated proofs of the moft enterprizing genius and heroic generofity.
* Though we kriaw not on what occafion he fell into the hands of the Bar-
barians, he himfelf gives us to underftand, in the ftory of the Captive, that
he refided at Algiers m the reign of Haflan Aga, a rufhian renegado, whofe
cruelty he defcribes i thefe terms: < He was every day hanging one,
impaling another, maiming a-third, upon fuch flight occafions, frequently
without any caufe afligned, that the Turks themlelves owned he alted
thus out of meer wantonnefs of barbarity, as being naturally of a favage
difpofition, and an inveterate enemy to the whole human race.  Theper-
fon who ufed the greateft freedom with him, was one Saavedra, a Spanifh

a {oldier,
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foldier, who, tho’ he did many things which thofe people will not foon
forget, in attemptirg to regamn his hberty, he never gave him one blow,
nor ordered him once to be chattifed, nor even chid him with one hafty
word ; and yet, the leaft of all his pranks was fufhaient, as we thought,
to bring him to the ftake; nay, he humfelf was more than once afraid of
being impaled alive.  If time would permt, I could here recount fome of
that foldier’s athions, which, perhaps, might entertain and furprize you
more than the relation of my own ftory.”

Thus, Cervantes afcertains the time of his own flavery, delineates,
with greatexadiness, the charatter of that inhuman tyrant, who is recorded
in hiftory as 2 monfter of cruelty and avarice; and proves to demon-
firation, that his own ftory was quite different from that which the Cap-
tive related of himfclf. Saavedra’s adventures at Algiers were truly
farprizing ; and tho' we cannot favour the public with a fubftantial de-
tail of every incddent, we have found means to learn fuch particulars
of his condo®, as cannot fail to refle®t an additional luftre on a charac-
ter which has been long the object of admiration.

We are informed by a refpeftable hiftorian #, who was his fellow flave
" and an eye witnefs of the tranfa®tion, that Don Miguel de Cervantes,
a gallant, enterprizing Spanith cavalier, who, tho' he never wanted

" money, could not obtain hisreleafe without paying an exorbitant ranfom,
contrived a fcheme for fethng himfelf free,together with fourteen unhappy
gentlemen of his own country, who were all 1n the like circumftances
of thraldom under different patrons. kHis firft ftep was to redeem one
Viana, a bold Mayorcan manner, in whom he could confide, and with
whom he fent letters tothe governor of that ifland, defiring, in the name
of himfelf and the other gentlemen captives, that he would fend over
a brigantine, under the dire¢hon of Viana, who had undertaken, at anap-
pented time, to touch upon a certain part of the coaft, where he thould
find Yem ready to embark. In confequence of this agreement, they
withdrew themfelves from their refpeCtive mafters, and privately repaired
to a garden near the fea-fide, belonging to a renegado Greek, whofe name
was Al-Cad Haﬂ'an;whcrethcywcreconcealdinacave,mdcarcfully
fereened from the knowledge of the owner, by his gardener, who was a
chriftian captive. Viana pun&ually performed his promife, and returned
in a vefiel, with which he was fupphied by the governor of Mayorca; but,
fome Moors chancmg to pafs, juft as he anchored at the appomnted place,

® F. Diego de Hacdo. -
the
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~ the coaft was inftantly alarmed, and he found himfelf obliged to relinquith
the enterprize. Meanwhile, the captives, being ignorant of this accident,
remained jn the cavern, which they never quitted except in the night, and
were maintained by the liberality of Cervantes, for the fpace of feven
months, during which the neceffaries of life were brought to them by a
Spanifh flave, known bythe appellation of El Dorador or The Gilder. No
wonder that their hope and patience beganto fail, and their conftitutions
to be affefted by the dampnefs of the place, and the grief of their dif--
appointment, which Don Miguel endeavoured to alleviate by the exercife
of hisreafon, good humour and humanity ; ’till, at laft, their purveyor
turned traitor, and, allured by the hope of receiving a confiderable re-
ward, difcovered the whole affair to Haffan Batha. This tyrant, tranf-
ported with joy at the information, immediately ordered the guardian
Baftha, with a body of armed men, to follow the perfidious wretch, who
conducted them to the cave, where they feized thofe unhappy fugitives,
together with their faithful gardener, and forthwith carried the whole
number to the public Bagnio, except Cervantes, touching whofe perfon
they had received particular dire&ions from Haffan, who knew his cha: ac-
ter, and had been Jeug defirous of pofiefling fuch'a notable flave, . At
prefent, however, his intention was to perfuade Don Miguel to accufe
Oliver, one of the fathers of the redemption then at Algiers, as an ac-
complice in the fcheme they had projefted, that he might, on this pre-
tence, extort from the frier, by way of compofition, the greateft part of
the money which had been colleCted for the ranfom of chriftian flaves,
Accordingly, he endeavoured to inveigle Saavedra with artful promifes,
and to intimidate him with dreadful threats and imprecations, into the
confeflion or 1mpeachment, on which he wanted to lay hold : but, that
generous Spaniard, with a refolution peculiar to himfelf, rejected all his
offers, and defpifing the terrors of his menaces, perfifted in affirming
that he had no aflociate in the plan of their efcape, which was purcly the
refult of his own refletion.

After having in vain tampered with his integrity, in repeated trials
that lafted for feveral days, he reftored him and his companions to their
-~ refpeétive patrons, notwithftanding the remonftrances of Al-Caid Haffan,
owner of the garden in which they had been apprehended, who, pro-
bably with a view to manifeft his own innocence, ftrenuoufly exhorted the
Batha to inflict the moft exemplary punithment on the offenders, and
actually put hisown gardener to death, Cervantes had fo often fignalized
his genius, courage, and activity, that Haffan refolved to make him his

a 2 own,
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own, and purchafed him from his mafter for five hundred ducats : then
he was heard to fay, « While 1 hold that maimed Spaniard in fafe cuftody,
my vefiels, flaves, and even my whole aity are fecure.” For, he had not
only concerted a number of fchemes for the deliverance of his fellow
captives, but his defigns had even afpired to the conqueft of Algiers,
and he was at four different times on the point of being impaled, hook-
ed, or burned alive. Any fingle attempt of that kind would have been
deemed a capital offence, under the mildeft government that ever
fubfifted among the Moors; but, there was fomething in the cha-
ralter or perfonal deportmient of Cervantes, which commanded re-
fpet from barbanity itfelf; for, we find that Haffan Batha treated
him with imcredible lenity, and his redemption was afterwards ef-
fected by the interceffion of a trinftarian father, for a thoufand
ducats ¥, _ .

From this account of his behaviour 1 Barbary, it appears that he
alted a far maore important part than that of a poor mutilated foldier:
he is dignified with the appellation of Don Miguel de Cervantes, and
reprefented as a cavalier whofe affluent fortune enabled him to grutifv
the benevolence and liberality of his difpofition. We muft therefore
take it for granted that he acquired this wealth after the battle of Lepanto,
where he furely would not have foughit as a privatefoldier, could he have
commanded ather money or intereft to procure a more confpicuous
tation in the fervice. Be that as it will, his condu¢t at Algiers refleéts
honour upon his country, and while we applaud him as an author, we
ought to revere him as a man ; nor will his modefty be lefs the obje& of
our admiration, i we confider that he has, upon this occafion; negleGted
the fawreft opportunity a man could poffibly enjoy, of difplaying his own
charalter to the greateft advanitage, and indulging that felf-complacency
which 1s fo natural to the human heart.

As he returned to his own country, with thofe principles by which he
had been diftinguithed in his exile, and an heart entendered and exer--
afed in fympathizing with his fellow creatures in diftrefs ; we may fup-

® Tothss advestare he, doubtlefs, alludes, in the fory of the Captive ; whe fays, that when he and.
his icliow faves were dehiberating  about ranfoming one of their numbey, who thoald go to Valenda
or Mlayorca, aud procwre 2 veflel with which be might retarn and fetch off che reft, the rengidﬂ,
oppofed the icheme, oblerving, that thofe- who are once delivered feldom.

the promiles they have made m captivity : as a confirmation of the truth of whas
‘reconsted a cafe which had lately happened to fome chiriftian gentleman, at-
' ksown, cvea in thedc parts, where the moft sncommon and

pole

*

|
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- pofe he could not advert to the leflons of aconomy, which a warm ima-
gination feldom o never retains ; but, that his-heart glowed with all the
enthufiafm of friendthip, and that his bounty cxztended to c'vcry objett
.of compaffion which fell within his view. ~

Notwithftanding all the fhafts of ridicule which he hath fo fuccefsfully
Jevelled againft the abfurdities of the Spanith romance, we can plainly
perceive, from his own writings, that he himfelf had a turn for chivalry:
* his life was a chain of extraordinary adventures, his temper was aloge-
ther heroic, and all his actions were, without doubt, influenced by the

moft romantic notions of honour..

Spain has produced a. greater number of thefe charalters, than we
meet with upon record in any other nation ; and whether fuch fingwlanty
~ bethe effect of natural or moral caufes, or of both combined, 1 fhall not
pretend to determine . Let usonly affirm, that this difpofition is not con-
fined to any particular people or period of time: even i1n our-own coun-
try, and in thefe degenerate days, we{ometimes find individuals. whom
nature feems to have intended for members of thafe ideal focieties which
neverdid, and perhaps never can exit but in1magination ; and. who remind
us of the charaters defcribed by Homer and Plutarch, as patriots facri-
ficing their lives for their country, and heroes encountening danger, not
with mdifference and contempt, but, with allthe rapture and impetuofity
of a paffionate admurer.

¥ we confider Cervantesas a man infpired by fuch fentiments, and aétuated
by fuch motives ; and at the fame time, from his known fenfibility and na-
tural complexion, fuppofe him to have been addited to pleafure and the
amufements of gallantry ; we cannot be furprifed to find his finances in
a htde time exhaufted; and the face of his affairs totally reverfed. It
was probably in the decline of his fortune, that-he refolved to re-appear
anthe character of an author, and ftand candidate for the public favour,.
which would be a certain refource in the day of trouble: he, therefore,
compofed his Galatea in fix books, which was publifhed in the year 1584,
dedicated to Afcanio Colonna, at that time abbat of St..Sophia ; and after--
wards cardinal of the holy crofs of Jerufalem.

Fhe rich vein of invention, the tendernefs of paffion, the delicacy:
of fentiment, the power and purity of diction, difplayed in this perform--
ance, are -celebrated by Don Louss' de Vargas. Mannque, in a.commen--

datory
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datory fonnet, which is a very elegant and honourable teftimony of our
author’s fuccefs. Neverthelefs, the production has been cenfured for the
mhr:tyofrtsfhlc,ﬂxmmrm&hcfsofmwﬁﬁcanon, and the
multiphcity of its incidents, which encumber and perplex the principal
narration ; and, over and above thefe objettions, the defign 1s not brought
to 2 condufion, fo that the plan appears meagre and defeftive. He him.-
feif pleads gmlty to fome part of the charge, inthe fentence pronounced
by the curate, inthe firft part of Don Quixote, who when the barber
takes up ‘the Galatea of Miguel de Cervantes; * That fame Cervantes,
fays he, has been an mtimate fnend of mme thefe many years, and is,
to.my certain knowledge, more converfant with misfortunes than with
poctry. There is a good vein of invention in his book, which propofes
fomething, tho’it concludes nothing. We muft wait for the fecond part
which he promifes, and then, perhaps,hlsamcndmentmaydeferveafull
pardon, which 1s now denied.”

Whether the fuccefs of Galatea encouraged our author to oblige the
world with fome of thofe theatrical pieces, which we have already men-
tmdaﬁe&ﬁreguhrpm&omoftheSpmm drama, or the
wholc number of thefc was written and adted before his captivity, I have
not been able to determine; but, in all probability, his firft effays of
that kind were exhibited in the interval between the battle of Lepanto
and the commencement of Ius flavery, and the reft publifhed after his
redemption. |

Unlefs we fuppofe him to have been employed at Madrid in this man-
ner for hus fubhiftence, we muft pafs over two and twenty years, which
atford us no particular information touching the life-of Saavedra; tho’,
m that period, he married Donna Catalinade Safazar, diffipated the re-
mams of lus fortune, experienced the ingratitude of thofe he had be-
fnended i his profperity, and, after having fuftained a feries of mor-
tifcations and diftrefs, was committed to prifon in confequence of the
debts he had contratted.

In ths dmal fituation, he compofed that ixrformance which is the de-

hight and admiration of all Europe; I mean, the firft part of Don Quixote,
which he wrote with a view to ridicuic and difcredit thofe abfurd roman-
ces, filled with the moft naufeous improbability and unnatutal extra.
vagance, which had debauched the tafte of mankind, and were indeed a
difgrace to common fenfe and reafun. Not that Cervantes had any in-
tention to combat the fpirit of knight-errantry, fo prevalent among the

Spaniards ;
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Spaniards; -onthe contrary, I am perfuaded he would have been the firft-
man in the nation, to ftand up for the honour and defence of chivalry,.
which when, reftrained within due bounds, was an excellent infhitution,
that infpired the moft heroic fentiments of courage and patriotifm, and
on many occafions conduced to the peace and fafety of the commonwealth.
In the charalter of Don Quixote, he exhibits a good underftanding,
perverted by reading romantic ftories, which had no foundation in nature
or in faét. His intellelts are not fuppofed to have been damaged by the
perufal of authentic hiftories, which recount the exploits of knights and
heroes who really exifted; but, his madnefs feems to have flowed from
his credulity and a certain wildnefs of imagination which was capti-
vated by the marvelous reprefentation of dwarfs, giants, negromancers,
and other preternatural extravagance. From thefe legends he formed
his whole plan of condult; and tho’ nothing can be more ridiculous
than the terms upon which he 1s defcribed to have commenced knight-
errant, at a timé when the regulations of fociety had rendered the pro-
feflion unneceffary, and indeed illegal; thecriterion of his frenzy confifts
in that ftrange faculty of miftaking and confounding the moft familiar
objects with the fantaftical illufions which thofe romances had engender-
ed in his fancy. So that our author did not enter the lifts againft the
memory of the real fubftantial chivalry, which he held in veneration ; but,
with defign to expel an hideousphantome that poflefled.the brains of the
people, waging perpetual war with true genius and invention.

The fuccefs of this undertaking muft have exceeded his moft fanguine
hopes. Don Quixote no fooner made his appearance, than the old
romances vanifhed like mift before the fun. The ridicule was fo firiking,
that even the warmeft admirers of Amadis and his pofterity feemed to
wake from a dream, and refleted with amazement upon their former
infatuation. Every difpaflionate reader was charmed with the humorous
charaéters of the knight and fquire, who ftraight became the favourites
of his fancy; he was delighted with the variety of entertaining in-
cidents, and confidered the author’s good fenfe and punty of fhile with

admiration and applaufe.

He informs us, by the mouth of the batchelor Sampfon Carrafco, that
even before the publication of the fecond part, twelve thoufand copies of
the firft were already in print, befides a new impreffion then working off at
Antwerp. * The very children, fays he, handle it, boys read it, men
underftand, and old people applaud the performance. . It isno fooner

laid
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12id down by one, than another takes it up, fcme ftrugghng, and {fome en-
treating for a {fight of 1t: in fine, this hji’cory 1s the moft dehightful and
teaft pre]udmal entertainment that ever was {een ; for, in the whole book,
there 15 not the leaft thadow of a difhonourable word, nor one thought
unworthy of a good catholic.”

Nor was this applaufe confined to the kingdoms and territories of Spain.
The fame of Don Quixote diffufed itfelf through all the civilized coun~
tries of Europe; and the work was fo much admired in France, that
fome gentlemen who attemnied the French embaflador to Madind, in a
converfation with the licentiate Marques Torres, chaplam to the arch-
bithop of Toledo, expreffed their furprize that Cervantes was not main-
tained from the public weafuiry, as the honour and pride of the Spanifh
natton.—Nay, this work which was firft publithed at Madrid in the year
150¢, had the good fortune to extort the approbation of royalty itfelf:
Phihp I1I. ftanding 1n a balcoinv of his palace and furveying the adjacent
country, perceived a ftudent on the bank of the Manzanares, reading
a book, and every now and then firiking his forehead and burfting out
into loud fits of laughter. His majefty having obferved his emotions
for fome time; Th ftudent, faid he, 1s elther mad, or readmcr Don
Quixote,” Some of the courtiers in attendance had the curloﬁty to go
o1t and inqurre, and actuailv found the {cholar engaged in the adven-
tures o our Manchezan.

As the book was dedicated to the duke de Bejar, we may naturally
fuppofe that nobleman, either by his purfe or 1ntereft, obtained the author’s
cicharge from prifon ; for, he congratulates himflf upon the protection
o f&ch a patron, In certain verfss preﬁhed to the book, and fuppofed to
be wiitten by Urganda the unknown. He afterwards attracted the no-
tice of the count de Lemos, who feems to have been his chief and favou-
rite benefactor ; and even enjoved a {mail fhare of the countenance of the
cardmal archbithop of Toledo: fo that we cannot, with any probability,
e/poufe the opmion of thofe who believe his Don Quixote was intended
as a fatire upon the admimitration of that nobleman. Nor is there the
leaft plaufible reafon for thinking his aim was te ridicule the condut
ot Charles V. whofe name he never mentions without expreflions of the
umoft reverence and regard. Indeed, his own mdigence was a more
evere fatire than any thing ke could have invented againft the miniftry of
Pmlip III. for, tho’ their protection kept him irom ftarving, it did not
exempt him from the dificulties and mortifications of want; and no

man
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man of tafte and humanity can refle¢t upon his cﬁara&er and circum-
ftances, without being {hocked at the barbarous indifference of his patrons.
What he obtained was not the offering of liberality and tafte, but the

fcanted alms of compailion : he was not refpeted as a genius, but relieved
as a beggar.

One would hardly imagine that an author could languifh in the fhade
of poverty and contempt, while his works afforded entertainment and
delight to whole nations, and even {overeigns were found in the numbes
of his admirers: but, Cervantes had the misfortune to write in the
reign of a prince whofe difpofition was fordid, and whofe talents, natu-
rally mean, had received no manner of cultivation ; {o that his head was
altogether untinctured with fcience, and his heart an utter ftranger to the
virtues of beneficence. Nor did the liberal arts derive the leaft encou-
ragement from his miniftry, which was ever weak and wavering. The
duke de Lerma feems to have been a proud, irrefolute, thallow-brained
politician, whofe whole attention was employed in preferving the good
gracesof his mafter ; tho’ notwithftanding all his efforts, he {till fluétuated
Fetween favour and difgrace, and at laft was fain to fhelter himfelf under
the hat of a cardinal. As for the count de Lemos, who had fome fhare
in the admmiftration, he affected to patronize men of genius, tho' he
had hardly penetration enough to diftinguifh merit; and the little tafte
he poflefled, was fo much warped by vanity and felf-conceit, that there
was no other avenue to hus friend(hip but theroad of adulation and pane-
gyric : we need not, therefore, wonder that his bounty was fo fparingly

beftowed upon Cervantes, whofe coniclous worth and fpmt would not
fuffer him to practife fuch fervility of proftration.

Rather than ftoop fo far beneath the dignity of his own charalter, he
refolved to endure the fevereft {tings of .fortune, and, for a feries of years,
wreftled with unconceivable vexation and diftrefs. Even in this low
fituation, he was rot exempted from the 1ll offices of thofe who envied
his talents and his.fame. The bad writers vihfied his genius, and cenfured
his morals ; they conitrued Don Quixote into an impertinent libel, and
endeammed to depreciate his exemplary novels, which were publithed at
Madrid, 1n the year 1613. This performance is fuch as might be ex-
pected from the mvention and elegance of Cervantes, and was according-
ly approved by the beft yjudges of his time. Indeed, it muft have been a
vreat confolation to him, i the midft of his misfortunes, to fee himfelf

celebrated by the choiceft wits of Spain; and, -among the reft, by the

Vor. L. 3 renowned
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renowned Lope de Vega, prince of the Spanifh theatre, who, both during
the iif¢, and after the death of our author, mentioned him in the moft re-
fpeliful terms of * admiration.

But, of all the infults to which he was expofed from the malevolence
of mankind, nothing provoked him fo much, as the outrage he fuftained,
from the infolence and knavery of an author, who, while he was prepar-
ing the fecond part of Don Quixote for the prefs, in the year 1614, pub-
fithed a performance, intituled, The fecond Volume of the fage Hidalgo
Don Quixote de 1a Mancha, containing his third fally. Compofed by the
Iicentiate Alonzo Fernandez de Avellaneda, a native of Tordefillas; de-
dicated to the alcalde, regidors, and gentlemen of the noble town of Ar-
gamefilla, the happy country of Don Quixote de la Mancha. This im-
poftor, not contented with having robbed Cervantes of his plan, and, as
fome people believe, of a good part of his copy, attacked him perfon-
ally, in his preface, in the moft virulent manner ; accufing him of envy,
malice, peevithnefs, and rancour ; reproaching him with his poverty, and
taxing him with having abufed his cotemporary writers, particularly Lope
de Vega, under the thade of whofe reputation this fpurious writer takes
fhelter, pretending to have been lathed, together with that great genius,
in feme of our author’s cntical reflexions.

In fpite of the difguife he aflamed, Cervantes difcovered him to be an:
Arragonian ; and m all probahility knew his real name, which, however,.
he did not think proper to tranfmit to pofterity ; and, his filence in this

cular, was the refult- etther of difcretion, or contempt. If he was
a perfon of confequence, as fome people fuppofe, it was undoubtedly
prudent m Cervantes to pretend ignorance of his true name and quality ;.
becanfe, under the thadow of that pretence, he could the more fecurely
chafhife him for his dulnefs, fcurrility, and prefumption : but, if he knew
him to be 2 man of no charalter or eftimation in life, he ought to have
decmed hum altogether unworthy of his refentment;; for, his production
was fioch as could not poffibly prejudice our author’s intereft or repu.
tation. It 1s altogether void of mvention and propriety : the charadters.
of Don Quixote and Sancho are flattened into the. moft infipid abfur®ify ;.
the adventures are unentertammg and improbable ; and the ftile barba-

® Laanti de Apolio Selvs 8.
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Howfoever Saavedra’s fortune might have been affected by this frau-
dulent anticipation, I am perfuaded, from the confideration of his mag-
nanimity, that he would have looked upon the attempt with filent dif- -
dain, had the fiCtitious Avellaneda abftained from perfonal abufe; but
finding himfelf {o injurioufly upbraided with crimes which his foul ab-
horred, he gave a loofe to his indignation and ridicule, which appear
through the preface and fecond part of Don Quixote, ina variety of ani-
madverfions equally witty and fevere. Indeed, the genuine continuation,
which was publifhed 1n the year 1613, convinced the world that no other
perfon could complete the plan of the original projetor. It was received
with univerfal joy and approbation; and, in a very little time tranflated
into the languages of Italy, France, England, and other countries, where,
tho’ the knight appeared to difadvantage, he was treated as a noble
ftranger of fuperlative merit and diftinétion., *

In the year after the publication of his novels, Cervantes ufhered into
the world a poem, called, A Voyage to Parnaflus, dedicated to Don
Rodrigo de Tapia, knight of St. Jago. This performance is an ironical
fatire on the Spamifh poets of his time, written in imitation of Cafar
Caporali, who lathed his cotemporaries of Italy under the fame title : tho'
Saavedra feems to have had alfo another fcope; namely, to complain of
the little regard that was payed to his own age and talents. Thofe who
will not allow this piece to be an excellent poem, cannot help owning
that 1t abounds with wit and manly fatire ; and that nothing could be a
more keen reproach upon the tafte and patronage of the times, than the
dialogue that pafies between him and Apollo ; to whom, after having made
a bold, yet juft recapitulation of his own fuccefs in wniting, he patheti-
cally complains, that he was denied a feat among his brethren; and takes
occafion to obferve, that rewards were not beftowed according to merit,
but in confequence of intereft and favour.

He has, upon other occafions, made fevere remarks upon the fcarcity
of patrons among the nobility of Spain, and even aimed the fhafts of
his fatire at the throne itfelf. In his dedication of the fecond part of Don
Quixote, to the count de Lemos, he proceeds in this ironical ftrain : « But,
no perfon exprefles a greater defire of feeing my Don Quixote, than the
mighty emperor of China, who, about a month ago fent me a letter by
an exprefs, defiring, or rather befeeching, me to fupply him with a copy
of that performance, as he intended to build and endow a college for
teaching the Spanifh language from my book, and was refolved to make

b2 me
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me re&tor or principad teacher.” Iafked if his majefty had fent me any
thing towards defraying the charges ; and, whin he anfwered in the ne-
gative, = Why then, friend, faid I, you may return to China as foon as
you pieafe; for my own part, I am not in a ftate of health to undertake
foch a long journey; befides, I am not only weak m body, but fhilt
weaker in porfe, and fo T am the emperor’s moft humble fervant. In
thort, emperor for emperor, and monarch for monarch, to take one with
the other, and fet the hare’s head agamft the goofe giblets, there is the
noble count 8c Lemos, at Naples, who, without any rectorfhips, fapports,
protelts, and favours me to my heart’s content.”

This facetious paragraph certainly altudes to fome unfubftantial pro-
mif¢ he had received from the court. At the fame time, I cannot help

obferving, that his gratitude and acknowledgement to the count de
Lemos, feem to have greatly exceeded the obligation ; for, at this very
time, while he is extolling his generofity, he gives us ‘to underftand that
his arcumftances were extremely indigent. |

At the very time of this dedication, the poverty of Cervantes had in-
creafedto fuch a degree of ‘diftrefs, that he was fain to fell eight plays,
and as many mterjodes, to Juan Villaroel, becaufe he had neither means
nor credit for printing them at his own expence. Thefe theatrical pieces,
which were publithed at Madrid in the year 1615, tho' counted inferior
to many produchons of Lope de Vega, have, neverthelefs, merit enough
to perfuade the difcerning reader that they would have fucceeded in the
reprefentation ; but, he was no favourite with the players, who have al-
ways arrogated to themfelves the prerogative of judging and rejecting the
produchons of the drama; and, as they forbore to offer, he difdained
to folhicit their acceptance.  ‘The truth is, he confidered aQors as the fer-

va.tz of sho pubﬁc,‘whn, thc_:‘ mutled 1o a certam dég;reé of favour and
€ RCCRI2CCOENL tor LIE cpicrtammpent thev afforded, cught ever to demean
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ther of the ftage. < Some years® ago, fayshe, I had recourfe again to
my old amufement, and, on the fuppofition that the times were not al-
tered fince my name was in fome eftimation, I compofed a few pieces for
the flage; but, found no birds in laft year’s nefts: my meaning is, I could
find no player who would afk for my performances, tho’ the whale com-
pany knew they were finithed ; fo that I threw them afide and condemned
them to perpetual filence. About this time, a certain bookfeller told me
he would have purchafed my plays, had he not been prevented by an
altor, who faid that from my profe much might be expeéted; but, nothing
from my verfe. I confefs, I was not a little chagrined at hearing this de-
claration ; and faid to myfelf, Either I am quite altered or the times are
greatly improved, contrary to common obfervation, by which the patt is
always preferred to the prefent. I revifed my comedies, together with
fome interludes which had lain fome time in a corner, and I did not think
them fo wretched, but that they might appeal from the muddy brain of
this player, to the clearer perception of other aflors lefs {crupulous and
more judicious.——Being quite out of humour, I parted with the copy to
a bookfeller, who offered me a tolerable price: I took his money, with-
out giving myfelf any further trouble about the attors, and he printed
them as you fee. T could wilh they were the beft in the world, or, at
leaft, poflefled of fome merit. Gentle reader, thou wilt foon fee how they
are, and if thou canft find any thing to thy hking, and afterwards
fhouldft happen to meet with my back-biting ator, defire him, from me,
to take care and mend himfclf ; for, I offend no man: as for the plays,
thou mayeft tell him, they contain no glaring nonfenfe, no palpable ab-

furdities.”

The fource of this indifference towards Cervantes, we can eafily ex-
plain, by obferving that Lope de Vega had, by this time, engroffed the
‘theatre, and the favaur of the public, to fuch' a degree as enfured fuccefs to

all his Putm MUANCCS {o» that the pl: ay up would not run any llf(lllt.. of mif-
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mmdltpdeVega,prmccofﬂrSpamﬂlthmtre who, bothdunng
the hfe, and after the death of our author, nmuondhxmmthemoﬁre-
ﬁ:e&ﬁﬂtumsuf’admnmon.

But, of all the infults to which he was expofed from the malevolence
of mankind, nothing provoked him fo much, as the outrage he fuftained,
from the infolence and knavery of an anthor, who, while he was prepar-
ing the fecond part of Don Quixote for the prefs, in the year 1614, pub-
hithed a performance, intituled, ThcfcmndVolumcofthefagelﬁdalgo
Don Quixote de Ia Mancha, contaming his third fally. Compofed by the
heentiate Alonzo Fernandez de Avellaneda, a native of Tordefillas; de-
dicated to the alcalde, regidors, and gentlemen of the noble town of Ar-
gamefilla, the happy country of Don Quixote de 1a Mancha. This im-
poftor, not contented with having robbed Cervantes of his plan, and, as
ﬁmtmlebdiﬂc,ofagoodpmtofhlsccpy,attackedhlmpmfon-
ally, in his preface, in the moft virulent manner ; accufing him of envy,
malice, peevifhnefs, and rancour ; hlmmthhlspovu'tyand
m;hm:nhhavmgalmﬁdhlsmtunporaqms,pam@hﬂyl.ope
de Vega, under the fthade of whofe reputation this fpurious writer takes
fhelter, Fm:ﬁngmh:vebemhﬂmd, togtthu'wuhﬂlatgmatgmms,
in fome of our author’s critical reflexions.

In fpite of the difguife he affumed, Cervantes difcovered him to be an:

Arragonian ; and in all probabality knew his real name, which, hawever,
he did not think proper to tranfmit to poftenity ;

particular, was the refult- ather of difcretion, or contempt. If he was
a perfon of confequence, as fome people fuppofe, it was undoubtedly
prudent in Cervantes to pretend ignorance of his true name and quality ;.
becaufe, under the fhadow of that pretence, he could the more fecurely

chaftife him for his dulnefs, fcurrility, and prefumption : but, if he knew
him to be 2 man of no charafter or efimation in life, he ought to have

decmed him altogether anworthy of his refentment; for, his produétion
mﬁﬂlascouﬂnotpﬂblyptqudnmrauﬂlor’smmdtmregu—

tation. It is altogether void of mvention and propriety : the charafers.
of Dou Quixote and Sancho are flattened into the moft infipid abfur8lly ;

ﬂcadmmaremmmammgamlnnp'obable and the ftile barba~
rous, fwoln, and pedantic.
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Howfoever Saavedra’s fortune might have been affected by this frau.
dulent anuapauon, I am perfuaded, from the confideration of his mag-
nanimity, that he would have looked upon the attempt with filent dif--
dain, had the fiGtitious Avellaneda abftained from perfonal abufe; but
finding himfelf fo injurioufly upbraided with crimes which his foul ab-
horred, he gave a loofe to his indignation and ndicule, which appear
through the preface and fecond part of Don Quixote, in a variety of ani-
madverfions equally witty and fevere, Indeed, the genuine continuation,
which was publifhed in the year 161§, convinced the world that no other
perfon could complete the plan of the original projector. It was received
with univerfal joy and approbation; and, in a very lhittle time tranflated
into the languages of Italy, France, England, and other countries, where,
tho’ the knight appeared to difadvantage, he was treated as a noble
ftranger of fuperlative merit and diftin¢tion. -

In the year after the publication of his novels, Cervantes ufhered into
the world a poem, called, A Voyage to Parnaffus, dedicated to Don
Rodrigo de Tapia, knight of St. Jago. This performance is an ironical
fatire on the Spanifh poets of his time, written in imitation of Cafar
Caporali, who lafhed his cotemporaries of Italy under the fame title : tho’
Saavedra feems to have had alfo another fcope; namely, to complain of
the little regard that was payed to his own age and talents. Thofe who
will not allow this piece to be an excellent poem, cannot help owning
that it abounds with wit and manly fatire ; and that nothing could be a
more keen reproach upon the tafte and patronage of the times, than the
dialogue that paffes between him and Apollo ; to whom, after having made
a bold, yet juft recapitulation of his own fuccefs in writing, he patheti-
cally complains, that he was denied a feat among his brethren; and takes
occafion to obferve, that rewards were not beftowed according to merit,
but in confequence of intereft and favour.

He has, upon other occafions, made fevere remarks upon the fcarcity
of patrons among the nobility of Spain, and even aimed the fhafts of
his fatire at the throne itfelf. In his dedication of the fecond part of Don
Quixote, to the count de Lemos, he proceeds in this ironical frain : « But,
no perfon exprefles a greater defire of feeing my Don Quixote, than the
mighty emperor of China, who, about-a month ago fent me a letter by
an exprefs, defiring, or rather befeeching, me to fupply him with a copy
of that performance, as he intended to build and endow a college for
teaching the Spanith language from my book, and was refolved to make

me
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me rector or nrincipal teacher.” Tafked if his majefty had fent me any
thing towards defraying the charges ; and, when he anfwered in-the ne-
gative, *“ Why then, friend, faid I, you may return to China as foon as
you pleafe; for my own part, I am not in a ftate of health to undertake
fuch a long journey; befides, I am not only weak mn body, but fhill
weaker In purfe, and fo I am the emperor’s moft humble fervant. In
fhort, emperor for emperor, and monarch for monarch, to take one with
the other, and fet the hare’s head againit the goofe giblets, there is the
noble count de Lemos, at Naples, who, without any rectorfhips, fupports,
proiecis, 2na ravours me to mv heait’s content.”

This facetious paragraph certainly alludes to fome unfubiftantial pro-
mife he had received from the court. At the fame time, I cannot help
coferving, that his grantude and acknowledgement to the count de
Lemos, {cem to have gready exceeded the obligation; for, at this very
time, while he 1s extoliing his generofity, he gives us to underftand that
his circumitances were extremely indigent. '

At the verv time of this dedication, the poverty of Cervantes had in-
ezfed €0 fuch a degree of duftrefs, that he was fain to fell eight plays,
and zs many imterludes, to Juan Villaroel, becaufe he had neither means
nor ciedlt for printing them at his own expence. Thefe theatrical pieces,
which were publithed at Madnid in the year 1613, tho' counted inferior
t¢c many proauctions of Lope de Vega, have, neverthelefs, merit enough
to perfuade the diicerning reader that they would have fucceeded in the
*'pfﬁ'é"t:ior ; but, he was no tavounte with the players, who have al-
VS art o"at-ﬂ-a to themielves the prerogative of judging and rejecting the
jucﬁen: f the drama; and, as th-:} forbore to offer, he difdained
H:cat their ecceptance.  The truth Is, he confidered adtors as the fer-
vanss of the pu’DL who, tho' intitled to a certain degree of favour and
tno UrEgeTient tor tie e.herta*rnmhm f‘le} affcrded, ought ever to demean
themielves wita modefty and retpect for therr benefactors; and he had
olien prozefled himielf an ezemy to the feli-fufficiency, Infolence, and out-
rageous behaviour of the king's company, fome of whom had been guilty
c: the moft flagran: crimf;s, md even committed murder with impunity.

""’"‘U

e il

"" -
-
F

It is fometimes in the power ¢f the moft inconfiderable wretch to mor-
tifv a character of the hi*lle‘” T dignity.  Cervantes, notwith{tanding his
contempt of fuch petty cntics, could not help feeling the petulance of a
puny piaver, who pref umed tc cepremate the talents of this venerable fa-

ther
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ther of the ftage. <« Some years* ago, fays he, I had recourfe again to
my old amufement, and, on the fuppofition that the times were not al-
tered fince my name was in fome eftimation, I compoled a few pieces for
the ftage; but, found no birds in laft year’s nefts: my meaning is, I could
find no player who would afk for my performances, tho’ the whole com-
pany knew they were finifhed ; fo that I threw them afide and condemned
them to perpetual filence. About this time, a certamn bookfeller told me
he would have purchafed my plays, had he not been prevented by an
actor, who faid that from my profe much might be expected; but, nothing
from my verfe. I confefs, I was not a little chagrined at hearing this de-
claration ; and faid to myfelf, Either I am quite altered or the times are
greatly improved, contrary to common obfervation, by which the paft is
always preferred to the prefent, 1 revifed my comedies, together with
fome interludes which had lain {fome time in a corner, and I did not think
them {o wretched, but that they might appeal from the muddy brain of
this player, to the clearer perception of other allors lefs fcrupulous and
more judicious.——Being quite out of humour, I parted with the copy to
a bookfeller, who offered me a tolerable price: I took his money, with-
out giving myfelf any further trouble about the actors, and he printed
them as you fee. 1 could wifh they were the beft in the world, or, at
leaft, poffefled of fome merit. Gentle reader, thou wilt foon fee how they
are, and if thou canft find any thing to thy hking, and afterwards
thouldft happen to meet with my back-biting actor, defire him, from me,
to take care and menc himfelf ; for, I offend no man: as for the plays,

thou mayeft tell him, they contain no glaring nonfenfe, no palpable ab-
furdities.”

The fource of this indifference towards Cervantes, we can eafily ex-
plain, by obferving that Lope de Vega had, by this time, engroffed the
theatre, and thefavour of the public, to {fuch a degree as enfured {uccefs to
all his performances ; fo that the players would not run any rifque of mif~
carriage, 1n exhibiting the productions of an old neglected veteran, who
had neither inclination nor ability to {fupport his theatrical pieces by dint
of intereft and cabal. Far from being able to raife factions in his favour,
he could hardly fubfift in the moft parfimonious manner, and in all pro-
bability would have actually ftarved, had not. the charity of the count dc
Lemos enabled him barely to breathe.

The laft work he inifhed was a novel, mtituled, The Troubles-of Perfiles

and Sigifmunda, which, however, he did not hve to fee 1 print,  This
* In his preface to his plays.

¢hild
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child of his old age he mentions® in the warmetft terms of paternal affec-
tion, prefarng 1t to all the reft of his productions; a comphment which
every author pays to the youngeft offspring of hisgenius ; for, whatever fen-
tence the world may pronounce, every man thinks he daily improves in
cxperience and underftanding ; and that in refufing the pre-eminence to
hus Iaft effort, he would fairly own the decay and degeneracy of his own
talents.

We muft not, however, impute the encommums which Cervantes be-
ftows upon his laft performance to this fond partiality alone; becaufe the
book has indubitable ment, .and, as he himfelf fays, may prefume to.vie
with the celebrated romance of Heliodorus+ in elegance of difton, en-
tertaming inadents, and fecundity of invention. Before this novel faw
the hight, our author was feized with a dropfy, which gradually conveyed
himn to his grave ; and nothing could give a more advantageous idea of his
charaller, than the fortitude and good humour which he appears to have
mamntained to the laft moment of his life, overwhelmed as he was with
mifery, old age, and an incurable diftemper. The preface and dedication
of hos Perfiles and Sigifmunda, contain 2 journal of his laft ftage, by
which we are enabled to guefs at the precife time of his deceafe. * Lov-
g reader, fad he, as two of my friends and myfelf were coming from
the famous town of Efquivias—famous, I fay, on a thoufand accounts ;
firft, for 1ts iluftrious families, and, fecondly, for its more illuftrious
wines, &c. I heard fomebody galloping after us, with intent, as I ima-
gmned, to jomn our company; and, indeed, he foon juftified my conjetture,
by caling out to us to ride more foftly. We accordingly waited for this
firanger, who, nding up to us upon a the afs, appeared to be a grey ftu-
dent; for, he was cloathed in grey, with country bufkins fuch as peafants
wear to defend their legs in harveft time, round toed fhoes, a fword pro-
vided, as it happened, with a tolerable chape, a ftarched band, and an
even number of three thread breeds ; for, the truth is, -he had but two ;
and, as his band would every now and then fhift to one fide, he took in-
credible pams to adjuft 1t again. « Gentlemen, faid he, you are going,
belike, to folliat fome poft or penfion at court: his eminence of Toledo
muft be there, to be fure, or the king, at leaft, by your making fuch
hafte. In good faith, I could hardly overtake you, tho’ my afs hath been
more than once applauded for a tolerable ambler.® To this addrefs one
of my companions rephied, “We were obliged to fet on at a good rate,

® Preface to bis movels. Dedication of the laft of Don Quixoce.
1 The Lowes of Theagenes 2ad Charicica, part

to
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to keep up with that there mettlefome nag, belonging to fignor Miguel
de Cervantes.” Scarce had the ftudent heard my name, when, fpringing
from the back of his afs, while his pannel fell one way, and his wallet
another, he ran towards me, and, taking hold of my fhrrup, « Aye, aye,
cried he, this is the found cripple! the renowned, the merry writer; in
a word, the darling of the mufes!” In order to make fome return to
thefe high compliments, I threw my arms about his neck, fo as that he
loft his band by the eagernefg of my embraces,. and told him he was mif-
taken, like many of my well-withers. ¢ Iam, indeed, Cervantes, fad I,
but not the darling of the mufes, or in any fhape deferving of thofe en-
- comiums you have beftowed : be pleafed, “therefore, good fignor, to re-
mount your beaft, and let us travel together like friends the reft of the way.”
The courteous frudent took my advice, and as we jogged on foftly toge-
ther, the converfation happening to turn on the fubject of my illnefs, the
ftranger foon pronounced my doom, by affuring me that my diftemper
was a dropfy, which all the water of the ocean, although it were not falt,
would never be able to quench. ¢ Therefore, fignor Cervantes, added
the fludent, you muft totally abftain from drink, but, do not forget to
eat heartily: and this regimen will effet your recovery without phyfic.”
.« T have received the fame advice from other people, anfwered I, but L
cannot help drinking, as if I had been born to do nothing elfe but drink.
My lifeis drawing to a period, and by the daily journal of my pulfe, which,,
I ﬁnd will have finifhed its courfe by next funday at fartheft, I fhall alfo.
have finifhed my career ; fo that you come in the very nick of time to he
acquainted with me, though I fhall have no opportunity of fhewing how
much I am obliged to you-for your good wilL.” By this time we had
reached the Toledo bridge, where finding we muft part, I embraced my.
ftudent once more, and he having returned the compliment with great
cordiality, fpurred up his beaft, and left me as ill difpofed on my horfe,
as he was ill mounted on hus afs; although my pen itched to be writing
fome humorous defcription of hls equipage: but, adieu my merry friends
all; for, I am. going to die, and I hope to meet you again in the other:
world, as happy as heart can wifh.”

After this adventure, which lie {o.pleafantly relates, nayeven-in his laft:
moments, he dictated. a. moft affeCtionate dedication. to. his patron, the.
count de Lemos, who was at that time prefident of the fupreme council.
in Italy. He begins facetioufly with.a quotation from an old ballad, then
procecds to tell hus excellency, that he had received extreme unction,. and.
was onthebrink of etermity; yet he. withed he could hive tafee. the count’s,

return,,
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tdun.andevmtnM:tthwksd'thcgnrdcn mdthoSuondpart
of Galatea, in which he had made fome progrefs.

This dedication was dated April 19, 1617, and in all probability the
antha'thlthevtrymxtday,asthcccmnonyofthc‘unamnwncvcr
performed until the patient is fuppofed to be m extremity: certain it is,
he did hot long fervive this period ; for, in September, a licence was granted
to Donna Catalina de Salazar, widow of Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra,
to primt the Troubles of Perfiles and Sigifmunda, a northern httory,
which was accordingly publithed at Madrid, and afterwards tranflated
mto Itahan,

Thus have I coflefted and related all the material circumftances men-
tioned by hiffory or tradittion, concerning the life of Cervantes, which I
fhall conclude with the portrait of his perfon, drawn by his own pen, i
the preface to his novels.  His vifage was fharp and aquiline, his hair of
a chefnut colour, his forchead fmooth and high, his nofe hookith or
hawkifh, his eye brifk and chearful, his mouth httle, his beard originally
of 2 golden hue, his upper-lip furnifhed with large muftachsos, his com-
plexion fair, his flature of the middling fize: and he tells us, mopeover,
that he was thick m the thoulders, and not very light of foot.

In 4 word, Cervantes, whether confidered as a writer or a man, will
be found worthy of univerfal approbation and efteem ; -as we cannot help
applauding that fortitude and courage which no difficulty could difturb,
and no danger difmay; while we admire that delightful fiream of humonur
and invention, which flowed fo plenteous and fo pure, fm'mnmngall
the mounds of malice and adverfity,

THE



dicrous folemnity and felf-importance by which the inimitable Cer-
vantes has diftinguifhed the charalter of Don Quixote, without
. raifing him to the infipid rank of a dry philofopher, or debafing him to
~ the melancholy circumftances and unentertaming caprice of an ordinary
madman ; and to preferve the native humour of Sancho Panza, from de-
generating into meré proverbial phlegm, or affected buffoonry.

T HE Tranflator’s aim, in this undertaking, was to maintain that lu-

He has endeavoured to retain the {pirit and ideas, without fervilely ad-
hering to the literal expreflion, of the original ; from which, however, he
has not fo far deviated, as to deftroy that formality of idiom, fo peculiar
to the Spaniards, and fo effential to the character of the work.

The fatire and propriety of many allufions, which had been loft in the
change of cuftoms and lapfe of time, will be reftored in explanatory notes;
and the whole conduéted with that care and circumfpection, which ought
to be exerted by every author, who, in attempting to improve upon a
talk already performed, fubjelts himfelf to the moft invidious compa-

rifon.

Whatever may be the fate of the performance, he cannot charge him-
felf with carelefsnefs or precipitation; for it was begun, and the greateft

part of it aftually finithed, four years ago; and he has been for fome
time employed in revifing and correcting it for the prefs.

Vour. L. : ¢
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return, and even to finifh the Weeks of the garden, and the Second part
of Galatea, in which he had made fome progrefs.

This dedication was dated April 19, 1617, and in all probability the
author died the verv next dav, as the ceremony of the unction 1s never
performed until the patient 1s fuppofed to be Imn extremity: certain it is,
he did not long furvive this peried ; for, in September, a hicence was granted
to Donna Catalina de Salazar, widow of Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra,
to print the Troubles of Perfiles and Sigifmunda, a northern hiftory,
which was accordingly publifhed at Madnd, and afterwards tranflated
into Italian,

Thus have I collected and related all the material circumitances men-
tioned by hiftory or tradition, concerning the life of Cervantes, which I
{f:all conclude with the portrait of his perfon, drawn by his own pen, in
the preface to his novels. His vifage was tharp and aquiline, his hair of
a chefnut colour, his forehead fmooth and high, his nofe hookith or
hawkifh, his eye brifk and chearful, his mouth l1ttle his beard originally
of a golden hue, his upper-hip furnithed with large muftachios, his com-
p"m :on fair, his ftature of the middling fize: and he tells us, moreover,
that he was thick i the fheoulders, and not very light of foot.’

In 4 word, Cervantes, whether confidered as a writer or a man, will
bs found worthy of univer{al approbation and efteem; as we cannot help
applauding that fortitude and courage which no difficulty could difturb,
and no danger difmav; while we admire that delightful ftream of humour
and 1invention, which flowed {o plenteous and fo pure, furmounting all
tire mounds of malice and adverfity.

THE



HE Tranflator’s aim, in this undertaking, was to maintain that lu-
dicrous folemnity and felf-importance by which the inimitable Cer-
vantes has diftinguifhed the character of Don Quixote, without

~ raifing him to the infipid rank of a dry philofopher, or debafing him to

the melancholy circumftances and unentertaining caprice of an ordinary
madman ; and to preferve the native humour of Sancho Panza, from de-
generating into mere proverbial phlegm, or affected buffoonry.

He has endeavoured to retain the fpirit and ideas, without fervilely ad-
hering to the literal expreffion, of the original ; from which, however, he
has not fo far deviated, as to deftroy that formality of idiom, fo peculiar
to the Spaniards, and {o eflential to the charalter of the work.

The fatire and propriety of many allufions, which had been loft in the
change of cuftomsand lapfe of time, will be reftored in explanatory notes;
and the whole conduéted with that care and circumfpection, which ought
to be exerted by every author, who, 1n attempting to improve upon a

tatk alreadv performed, fubjetts him{elf to the moft invidious compa-
rifon. -

Whatever may be the fate of the performance, he cannot charge him-
felf with carelefsnefs or precipitation ; for 1t was begun, and the greateft
part of it aftually finithed, four years ago; and he has been for fome
time employed in revifing and correcting 1t for the prefs.

Vor. 1. * ¢



PREFAGCE

TO THE

R E A D E R

DLE reader, without an oath thou mayeft believe, that I wifh this
I book, as the child of my underftanding, were the moft beautiful,

{prightly and difcreet production that ever was conceived. But, it
was not in my power to contravene the order of nature, in confequence
of which, every creatures procreates its own refemblance: what therefore
could be engendered 1n my barren, ill-cultivated genius, but a dry, meagre
offspring, wayward, capricious and full of whimfical notions peculiar to
his own imagination, as if produced in a prifon, which is the feat of in-
convenience, and the habitation of every difmal * found. Quiet, folitude,
pleafant fields, ferene weather, purling ftreams, and tranquillity of mind,
contribute fo much to the fecundity even of the moft barren genius, that

it will bring forth productions fo fair as to awaken the admiration and de-
light of mankind. *

A man who is fo unfortunate as to have an ugly child, deftitute of every
grace and favourable endowment, may be fo hood-winked by paternal
tendernefs, that he cannot perceive his defets ; but, on the contrary, looks
upon every blemifh as a beauty, and recounts to his friends every inftance
of his folly as a fample of his wit: but I, who, tho’ feemingly the parent,
am no other than the ftep-father of Don Quixote, will not fail with the
ftream of cuftom, nor like fome others, fupplicate the gentle reader, with
the tears in my eyes, to pardon or conceal the faults which thou mayeft
fpy in this production. Thou art neither its father nor kinfman; haft
thy own foul in thy own body, and a will as frec as the fincf; thou art
in thy own houfe, of which I hold thee as abfolute mafter as the king of.
his revenue ; and thou knowelt the common faying, Under my eloak the
king is a joke. Thefe confiderations free and exempt thee from all mane.

® This is a fsong prefamption, that the fitk part of Don Quixote was anally wsitten in.a jail.
| C 2 RCE
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ner of reftraint and obligation; fo that thou mayeft fully and frankly de-
dlare thy opinion of this hiftory, without fear of calumny for thy cen-
fure, and without hope of recompenfc for thy approbation.

I withed only to prefent thee with the performance, clean, neat and
naked, without the ornament of a preface, and unincumbered with an
innumerable catalogue of fuch fonnets, epigrams and commendatory ver-
fes, as are generally prefixed to the produtions of the prefent age; for,
I can affure thee, that although the compofition of the book hath coft
me fome trouble, I have found more difficulty in wnting this preface,
which is now under thy infpedtion: divers and fundry times did 1 feize
the pen, and as often laid it afide, for want of knowing what to fay;
and during this uneafy ftate of fufpenfe, while I was one day ruminating
on the fubje@, with the paper before me, the quill behind my ear,
my clbow fixed on the table, and my cheek leaning on my hand; a friend
of mine, who pofleffes a great fund of humour, and an excellent under-
flanding, fuddenly entered the apartment, and finding me in this mufing
pofture, afked the caufe of my being fo contemplative. AsIhad no occafion
to conceal the nature of my perplexity, I told him Iwas ftudying a preface

for the hiftory of Don Quixote; a tafk which I found fo difficult, that
I was refolved to defift, and even fupprefs the adventures of fuch a noble

cavalier: for, you may eafily fuppofe how much I muft be confounded at
the animadverfions of that antient lawgiver the vulgar, when it fhall fee
mic, after fo many years that I have flept in filence and oblivion, produce,
in my old age, a performance as dry as a rufh, barren of invention, meagre
m flile, beggarly in concext, and utterly deftitute of wit and erudition;

without quotations 1n the margin, or annotations at the end; as we fee
in other books, let them be never fo fabulous and profane: indeed they

are generally fo ftuffed with apothegms from Ariftotle, Plato, and the
whole body of philofophers, that they excite the admiration of the readers,
who look upon fuch authors as men of unbounded knowledge, eloquence
and erudiion. When they bning a atation from the holy fcripture, one
would take them for fo many St. Thomas's, and other doftors of the
church; heran obferving fuch ingenious decorum, that in one line they
will reprefent a frantic lover, and in the very next begin with a godly
fermon, from which the chrifian readers, and even the hearers receive
much comfort and edification. Now, my book muft appear without all

thefe advantages; for, Ican neither quote in the margin, nor note in the
end: nor do 1 know what authors I have imitated, that I may, like the

reft of my brethren, prefix them to the work in alphabetical order, be-
_ ginning
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ginning with Ariftotle, and ending in Xenophon, Zoilus or Zeuxis,

though one was a back-biter, and the other a painter. . My hiftory muft

likewife be publithed without poems at the beginning, at leaft without

fonnets written by dukes, marquifles, counts, bifhops, ladies, and cele-

brated poets: although, fhould I make the demand, I know two or three

good natured friends, who would oblige me with fuch verfes as fhould not
be equalled by the moft famous poetry in Spain.

Ina word, my good friend, faid I, fignor Don Quixote fhall be buried
in the archives of la Mancha, until heaven fhall provide fome perfon to
adorn him with thofe decorations he feems to want; for, I find myfelf
altogether unequal to the tafk, through infufficiency and want of learn- |
ing; and becaufe I am naturally too bafhful and indolent, to go in queit
" of authors to fay, what I myfelf can fay as well without their afliftance.
Hence arofe my thoughtfulnefs and meditation, which you will not won-
der at, now that yqu have heard the caufe. My friend having liftened
attentively to my mnfh'ance, flapped his forehead with the palm of his
hand, and burfting into a loud laugh: « Fore God! brother, faid he,
I am now undeceived of an error, in which I have lived during the whole
term of our acquaintance; for, I always looked upon you as a perfon of
prudence and difcretion ; but now, I fee, you are as far from that charac-
ter, as heaven is diftant from the earth, What! is it poflible that fuch a
trifling inconvenience, fo eafily remedied, fhould have power to mortify

and perplex a genius hke yours, brought to fuch maturity, and fo
well calculated to demolifh and furmount much greater difficulties? in

good faith this does not proceed from want of ability, but from exceffive
indolence, that impedes the exercife of re.fon. If you would be convinced
of the truth of what Ialledge, give me the hearing, and, in the twinkling of
an eye, all your difficulties fhall vanith, and a remedy be preferibed for
all thofe defects which, you fay, perplex your underftanding, and deter
you from ufhering to the light, your hiftory of the renowned Don Quix-
ote, the luminary and fole mirrour of knight-errantry.” Hearing this de-
claration, I defired he would tell me in what manner he propofed to fill
up the vacuity of my apprehenfion, to diffufe light, and reduce to order
the chaos of myconfufion ; and he replied, * Your firft objection, namely
the want of fonnets, epigrams and commendatory verfes from perfons of
rank apd gravity, may be obviated by your taking the trouble to compofe
them yourfelf, and then you may chriften them by any name you fhai!
think proper to choofe, fathering them upon Prefter John of the Indies, or
the emperor of Trebifond, who, I am well informed, were very famous

poets;
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pocts; and even fhould this intelligence be untrue, and a few pedants
and batchelors of arts fhould back-bite and grumble at your conduét,

you need pot value them three farthings; for, although they convict you
of a lie, ‘they cannot cut off the hand that wrote it %

With regard to the prafice of quoting, in the margin, fuch books and
authors as have furnithed you with fentences and {ayings for the embel-
hihment of your hiftory, you have nothing tc do, but, to feafon the work
with fome Latin maxims, which your own memory will fuggeft, or a little
induftry in fearching, eafily obtain : for example, in treating of freedom
and captivity, yon may fay, * Non bene pro toto hbertas venditur auro ;"

quote Horace, or whom you pleafe, in the margin. If the power of
death happens to be your fubject, you have at hand, * Pallida mors 2quo
pulfat pede pauperum tabernas regumque turres.” And in expatiating
upon that love and friendfhip which God commands us to entertain even
for our enemies, you may have recourfe to the holy feripture, though you
fhould have never o little curiofity, and {ay, in the very words of God
himfelf, * Ego autem dico vobis, diligite inimicos veftros.” In explaimn-
ing the nature of malevolence, you may again extralt from the Gofpel,

“ De corde exeunt cogitationes malz.” And the inftability of friends may
be aptly illuftrated by this diftich of Cato, « Donec eris felix, multos nu-

“ merabrs amicos; tempora i fuerint nubila, folus eris.” By thefe, and
other fuch feraps of Latin, you may pafs for an able grammarian ; acha-
tage in thefe days. And as to the an-
notanons at the end of the book, you may fafely furnith them in this
manner: when you chance to write about giants, be fure to mention Go-
hah, and this name alone, which cofts you nothing, will afford a grand
annotation, couched in thefe words: « The glant Golias, or Goliat, was a
* Philtine, whom the thepherd David flew with 2 ftone from a fling, in

* the valley of Terebinthus, as it is written in fuch a chapter of the book
“ of Kings.” |

If you have a mind to difplay your erudition and knowledge of cof-

~mography, take an opportunity to introduce the river Tagus into your

mitory, and this will fapply you with another famous annotation, thus

“nie m fuch a place, and isloft in the fea, after baving kifled the walls

tfbon ; and is faid to have golden fands, &c.” If
you treat of robbers, I will relate the ftory of Cacus, which I hay

rote. If of harlots, the bithop of Mondoneda will fend
* Allocing 10 ths 105 of his band in the bagtle of Lepants,

¢ by
you a Lgmia, a

Lais,



PRETFACE

Lais, and a Flora, and fuch a note will greatly redound to your credis.:

When you write of cruelty, Ovid will furrender his Medea. When you
mention wizzards and enchanters, you will find a Calypfo in Homer, and
a Circe in Virgil. If you have occafion to fpeak of valiant captains, Ju-
lius Cxfar ftands ready drawn in his own Commentaries; and from Plu-

tarch you may extract a thoufand Alexanders,. . If your theme be love,

and you have but two ounces of the Tufcan tongue, you will light upon
Leon Hebreo, who will fill up the meafure of yo

ur defire : and if you do
not choofe to travel into foreign countries, you have at home Fonfeca's

treatife, On the love of God, in which all that You, or the moft ingenious

critic, can defire, is fully decyphered and difcuffed. In 3 word, there
35 nothing more to be done, than to procure a number of thefe names,
and hint at their particular ftories in your text; and leave to me the tafk
of making annotations and quotations, with which I'l engage, on pain of
death, to fill up all the margins, befides four whole fheets at the end of
the book. Let us now proceed to the citation of authors, fo frequent in
other books, and fo little ufed in your performance: the remedy is ob-

vious and eafy: take the trouble to find a book that quotes the whole

tribe alphabetically, as you obferved, from Alpha to Omega, and transfer

them into your book; and though the abfurdity fhould appear never {o
glaring, as there is no neceflity for ufing fuch names, it will £

- XXV

for, it is one continued fatire upon books of chivalry ; a fubje which Ari-
ftotle never invettigated, St. Bafil never mentioned, and Cicero never ex-

plained. The pundtuality of truth, and the obfervations of aftrology,
fall not within the fabulous relation of our adventures ; to the defeription

of which, neither the proportions of geometry, nor the confirmation of
rhetorical arguments, are of the leaft Importance; nor hath it any con-

nection with preaching, or mingling divine truths with uman Imagina.
tion; a mixture which no chriffian’s fancy fhould conceive, It only feeks
to avail itfelf of imitation, and the more perfett this is, the more enter-
taining the book will be: now, as your fole aim in writing, is to invali-
date the authority, and ridicule the abfurdity of thofe books of chivalry,

which
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re, fafcinated the eves and judgment of the world,

the vulzar, you have no occafion to go a begging

maxims from philofophers, exhortations from holy writ, fables from poets,

{peeches from orators, or miracles from faints; your bufinefs 1s, with

plain, {ignifizznt, well chofen and elegant words, to render your periods

‘onorous, and vour e entertainming; to give {pit and exprefiion to
3

1

211 vour deferiptions, nd communicate your ideas without obfcurity and
confufion,  You muil endeavour to write in fuch a manner as to con-
vert melancholy inte mirth, increafe good humour, entertan the igno-
rZpt, excite the zdmiration of the learned, efcape the contempt of gra-

vitv, and attract epplaufe rrom per rfons of ingenuity and tafte. Finally,
let vour aim be levelied agal nit that ill-founded bulwark cf idle books of
chivalry, abhorred by many, but applauded by more, which if you can

batter down, vow will h::-,,- archieved no mconfiderable exploit,”

advice m profound filence, and his remarks
made {uch 1mpreffion upon mj; rnind, that I admitted them without hefi-
tagion or dif ute, and refolved that they fhould appear inftead of a preface.
T , gentle r*s.de:r, perceive his difcretion, and my good
luck in &nding {uch a counfelior in fuch an emergency; ner wilt thou be
{orTv to receive, thus genune and undlf' cutfed, the hiftory of the renowned
Don Quixcte dela \Iapcha, vho, 1n ..he oplmor: of all the people that live
in the diirict of Montiel, was the moft virtuous and valiant knight who
nzd :p;farad for many years in that neighbourhood. I fhall not pretend
10 inhance the merit of ha =ving 1ntreduced thee to fuch a famous and ho-

.il-l

F ]
e
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curable cavalier; but Iexp h“ ks for having made thee acquaintcd

vwhich we iind {cattere d hz c-"l the ﬁ.’hOIﬁ *nba.. of valn books written on

ine febjelt of chivalry,  So, prayiag that God will give thee health, with-
ut rorgetung {uch an humble crezture as me, 1 bid thee heartily fare-
weil

' THE
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LIFE and ATCHIEVEMENTS

Of the SacEe and VAL‘IANT

DON QUIXOTE D=t ra Mancua

PART I BOOK L

CHAP L |
Of the quality and amufements of the renowned DON QUIXOTE

DE LA MANCHA,

B N a certain corner of la Mancha, the name of which I do not choofe
[§  to remember, there lately lived one of thofe country gentlemen, who
adorn their halls with a rufty lance and worm-eaten target, and ride
forth on the fkeleton of a horfe, to courfe with a fort of a ftarved -
greyhourd. - | |
Three fourths of his income were {carce fufficient to afford a difh of
“hodge-podge, in which the mutton bore* no proportion to the beef, for
dinner; a plate of falmagundy, commonly at fupper ; gripes and grumb-
lings I on faturdays, lentils on fridays, and the addition of a pigeon or fome

® Mutton in Spain is counted greatly preferable to beef.

t+ Salpicon, which is the word in the original, is no other than cold beef fliced, and eafen with oil,
vinegar and pepper. '

1 Gripes and grumblings, in Spanith Duelos y Quebrantos: the true meaning of wbhich, the former
tranflators have been at great pains to invefligate, as the importance of the fubje& (no doubt) required.
But their labours have, unhappily, ended in nothing elfe than conjeures, which, for the entertainment
and inftruction of our readers, we beg leave to repeat. One interprets the phrafe into collops and eggs, .
* being,” faith he, “ a very forry dith,” In this decifion, however, he is contradiéted by another com-
" mentator, who affirms, *¢ it is a mefs too good to mortify withal;™ neither can this virtuolo agree with a
late editor, who tranflates the paffage in queftion, into an amlet, but takes occafion to fall out with
Boyer for his defcription of that difh, which he moft fagacioufly underftands to be a * bacon froize,” or
“ rather fryze, from its being fried, from frit in French ;” and concludes with this judicious query,

Vor. L _ B | fuch
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{uch thing on the Forde-day. The remaining part of his revenue was
corfumad in the purch:fe of 2 fine black fuit, w1th velvet breeches and
{lippers of the {fame, for holy-days, and a coat of home-fpun, which he
wore 1n honour of ILS country, during the reft of the week,

He maintzined a female houfe-keeper turned of forty, a niece of about
naif thas age, and & tulty young fllow, fit for field and market, who
could turn nis hand to ar} thing, either to {addie the horfe or handle the
nough*,

Our fquire, who bordered upon fity, was of a tough conftitution, ex-
tremely mezgre and har d-featur'd, an ean} rifer, and m point of exer-
cife, ancther Nimrod +. He 15 {aid to have gone by the name of Quixada,

cumitance, difegree) though, from the moft probable conjectures, we may
coacluds, that ke was called by the fignificant name of Quixadal; but

5 is of {mall imp the hiftory, in th fe of which 1t will b
th:s is of {mall importance to the hiftory, in the courfe of which 1t will be
{fuficient if we fiwerve not farther from the truth.

Be it known, therefore, that this faid honeft gentleman, at his leifure
heurs, which engroffed the greateft part of the year, addicted himfelf to
the rezding of books of chiv alrr, which he perufed with fuch rapture and

zppucation, that he net only forgot the pleafures of the chafe, but alfo
utterly neg s(ted the management of his eftate: nay to, fuch a pafs did

nis curtofity and madnefs, 1n this particular, drive him, that he {old many

geod acres of Terra firma, fo purchafe books of knight-errantry, with

which he furnrthed his ibrerv to the utmoft of his power; but, none of

them pleafed him fo much 2 '*_=: thofe that were written by the famous Feli-
ciang de svhh. whom he zam: : d as the pearl of all authors, for the brii-

11’“ - of his profz, and the beauuiful perplexity of his expreflion, How
as he ha:'ﬁfp:) ted, when he ad thole ar

norous complaints, and doughty
chat._uéas, that {o often occur in his works.
* The rezion of the unrezion b ~ufage my reafon has met with, fo un-

reafor, that I have f' of to complair of your beauty:” and
ow did hf: enjoy the followin g wer of-compofition! “ The h1g11 Heaven
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Chap. 1. DON QUIXOTE Dr naManoHA. 3.

of your divinity; which with ftars divinely fortifies your beauty, and renders
you metitorious of that merit, which by your highnefs is merited !”

The poor gentleman loft his fenfes, in poring over, and attempting to
difeover the meaning of thefe and other fuch rhapfodies, which Ariftotla
himfelf would not be able to unravel, were he to rife from the dead for
that purpofe only. He could not comprehend the probability of thofe
direful wounds given and received by Don Bellianis, whofe face, and whole
carcafe, muft have remained quite covered with marks and fcats, even al-

lowing him to have been cured by the moft expert furgeons of the age in
which Ke lived.

He, notwithftanding, beftowed great commendations on the. author,
who concludes his book with the promife of finifhing that interminable
adventure; and was more than once inclined to feize the quill, with a
view of performing what was left undone; nay, he would have altually
accomplifhed the affair, and publithed it accordingly, had not reflexions
of greater moment employed his imagination, and diverted him from the
execution of that defign.

Divers and obftinate were the difputes he maintained agamft the par-
fon of the pariffi, (a man of fome learning, who had taken his degrees
at Siguenza*) on that puzzling queftion, whether Palmerin of England,
or Amadis de Gaul, was the moft illuftrions knight-errant: but mafter
Nicholas, who acted as barber to the village, affirmied, that none of them
equalled the Knight of the Sun, or-indeed could be compared to him
in any degree, except Don Galaor, brother of Amadis de Gaul; for
his difpofition was adapted to all emergencies; he was neither fuch a pre-

cife, nor fuch a puling coxcomb as his brother; and in point of valour,
his equal at leaft.

So eager and entangled was our Hidalgo+ in this kind of hiftory, that
he would often read from morning to night, and from night to morning
again, without interruption; till at laft, the motfture of his bran being
quite exhaufted with indefatigable watching and ftudy, he fairly loft his
wits: all that he had read of quarrels, enchantments, battles, challenges,
wounds, tortures, amorous complaints, and other improbable conceits,
took full pofleflion of his fancy; and he believed all thofe romantic ex-
ploits fo implicitly, that, 1n his opinion, the holy feripture was not more
true, He obferved that Cid Ruydias was an excellent knight; but not
equal to the Lord of the Flammng-fword, who with one back-ftroke had

cut two fierce and monftrous glants through the middle, He had full a

% Siiniciiza, a town fituated on the bahks of the Heharés, in Neiv Caftile; in which thereis a fmall
unwcrﬁ ty,

+ Hidalge has much the fame application in Spain, as'fquire in England ; though it literally f nmﬁcs
the {on of fomcthwg, in contradiftinétion to thofe who are the fons of nothing,

o B2 better
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better opinion of Bernardo del Carpio, who, at the battle of Ronfeval-
les, put the enchanter Orlando to death, by the fame means that Her-
cules ufed, when he ftrangled the earth-born Anteon. Neither was he
filent in the praife of Morgante, who, though of that gigantic race which
is noted for infolence and incivility, was perfectly affable -and well-bred.
But his chief favourite was Reynaldo of Muntalxan whom he hugely ad-
mired for his prowefs, in fallying from his caftle to rob travellers; and
above all things, for his dexterity in {tealing that idol of the impoftor Maho-
met, which, according to the hiftory, was of folid gold. For an opportu-
nity cf pummelling the traitor * Galalon, he would willingly have given
his houfekeeper, body and foul, nay, and his niece into the bargain. In
fhort, his underftanding being quite perverted, he was feized with the
firangeft whim that ever entered the brain of a madman. This was no
other, than a full perfuafion, that it was highly expedient and neceffary,
not only for his own honour, but alfo for the good of the public, that
he fhould profefs knight-errantry, and ride through the world in arms,
to feek adventures, and conform in ail points to the praltice of thofe
tinerant heroes, vhofe exploits he had read; redrefling all manner of
grievances, and courting all occafions of expofing himfelf to fuch dangers,
as in the event would entitle him to everlafting renown. This poor luna-
tic looked upon himfelf already as good as feated, by his own fingle va-
lour, on the throne of Trebifond; and intoxicated with thefe agreeable
vapours of his unaccountable folly, refolved to put his defign in praétice
forthwith.

In the fisft place, he cleaned an old fuit of armour, which had be-
Jonged to fome of his anceftors, and which he found in his garret, where it
had lain for feveral ages, quite covered over with mouldinefs and ruft: but
having fcoured and put 1t to nghts, as well as he could, he perceived that,
inftead of a complete helmet, there was only a fimple head-piece without a
beaver. This unlucky defect, however, his induftry fupplied by a vizor,
which he made of pafte-board, and fixed fo artificially to the morrion,
that it looked Like an intire helmet. True 1t s that, in order to try if it
was flrong enough to nfk his jaws in, he unfheathed his fword, and be-
ftowed upon it two hearty ftrokes, the firft of which, in a twinkling, un-
did his whole week’s labour: he did not at all approve of the facility with
which he hewed it in pieces; and therefors, to fecure himfelf from any fuch
danger for the future, went to work anew, and faced it with a plate of
wron, in {uch a manner, as that he remained fatished of its ftrength, with-
out putting 1t to a fecond tnal, and looked upon it as a moft finifhed piece

of armour.

® Galzion 15 {2id w have betrayed the Spanith army at Ronfevalles,
He
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He next vifited his horfe, which (though he had more corners than
a * rial, being as lean as Gonela’s, that « tantum pellis ¢t offa fuit)” ne-
verthelefs, in his eye, appeared infinitely. preferable to Alexander’s Buce-
phalus, or the Cid's Babieca. Four days he confumed, in inventing a
name for this remarkable fteed; fuggefting to himfelf, what an' impro-
priety it would be, if an horfe of his qualities, belonging to fuch a re-
nowned knight, fthould:go without fome founding and figmficant appella-
tion: he therefore refolved to accommodate him with one that fhould
not only declare his paft, but alfo his prefent capacity; for he thought it
but reafonable, that fince his mafter had altered his condition, he fhould:
alfo change his name, and inveft him with fome fublime and fonorous.
epithet, fuitable to the new order and employment he profefled = accord-
ingly, after having chofen, rejefted, amended, tortured and revolved a
world of names, in his imagination, he fixed upon Rozinante+, an ap-
pellation, in his opinion, lofty, fonorous and expreflive, not only of his.
former, but likewife of his prefent fituation, which intitled him to the.
preference over all other horfes under the fun. Having thus denominated
his horfe, fo much to his own fatisfaltion, he was defirous of doing him-
{elf the like juftice, and, after eight days ftudy, atually aflumed the title
of Don Quixote: from whence, as hath been obferved, the aunthors of this
authentic hiftory, concluded, that his former name muft have been
Quixada, and not Quefada, as others are pleafed to affirm: but recol-
leCting, that the valiant Amadis, not fatished with that fimple appellation,
added to 1t that of his country, and, in order to dignify the place of his
nativity, called himfelf Amadis de Gaul; he refolved, hke a worthy
knight, to follow fuch an illuftrious example, and aflume the name of
Don Quixote de la Mancha; which, in his opinion, fully exprefled his
~ generation, and, at the fame time, reflefted infinite honour on his fortu-
nate country.

Accordingly his armour being fcoured, his beaver fitted to his head-piece,
his fteed accommodated with a name, and his own dignified with thefe
additions, he refleCted, that nothing elfe was wanting but a lady to in-
fpire him with love; for a kmght-errant without a muftrefs, would be
like a tree deftitute of leaves and fruit, or a body without a foul. « If,
faid he, for my fins, or rather for my honour, I fhould engage with
fome giant, an adventure common in knight-errantry, and overthrow:
him in the field, by cleaving him in twain, or in fhort, difarm and fub-

* This is a joke upon the knight’s fleed, which was fo meagre, that his bones ftuck out like the cor.
ner of a Spanifh rial, a coin of a very irregular fhape, not unlike the figure in geometry, called 7ra-
pexium. ' _

+ Rozinarte implies that which was formerly an horfe, though the ante feems to bave been intended.

by the knight a5 a badge of diftinQtion, by which be was ranked before all other horfes.
due:
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doe him ; will 1#t'not he highly proper, that I fhould have a miftrefs, to
wham } may fend my conquered foe; who, coming into the prefence of
the charmmg fair, will fall upon his knees, and fay, in an humble and
{obmiffive tone: ¢ Incomparable princels, I am the giant Carculiambro,
lord of the ifland Malindrania, who being vanquifhed in fingle combat
by the invinable knight Don Quisote de la Mancha, am commanded by
him to prefent myielf before your beauty, that I may be difpofed of, ac~
cording to the pleafure of your highnefs?” How did the heart of our
worthy knight dance with joy, when he uttered this addrefs; and ftill
more, when he found,.a lady worthy of his affection! This they fay,
was an hale, buxom} country wench, called Aldonza Lorengo, who
lived in the neighbourhcod, and with whom he had formerly beert in
love; though, by all accounts, the never knew, nor gave herfelf the
leaft concern about the matter, Her he looked upon as one qualified, in
all refpeits, to be the queen of his inclinations; and putting his inven-
tion again to the rack, for a name that fhould bear fome affinity with her
own, and at the fame time become 3 princefs or lady of quality, he deter-
mined to call her Dulcinea del Tobefo, fhe being a native of that place, a

name, in his opinion, mufical, romantic and exprefiive, like the reft which.
he had appropriated to humfelf and his concerns,

CHAP.
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CHAP IL
Of the fage Don QuixoTe’s firft fally from his own habitation.

HESE preparations being made, he could no longer refift the defire

of executing his defign; reflefting with impatience on the injury
his delay accafioned in the world, where there was abundance of grievanges
to be redrefled, wrongs to be ractified, errors amended, abufes to be reformed,
and daubts to be removed ; he therefore, without commum...atmg his 1n-
tention to any body, or bemg feen by a living foul, one morning before day,,.
in the fcorching month of July, put on his armour, mounted Rozinante,
buckled his ill-contrived helmet, braced his target, feized his lance, and, thro’-
the back-doar of his yard, fallied into the fields, in a rapture of joy, occa-
fioned hy this ealy and fuccefsful beginning of his admirable undertaking :
but, {carce was he clear of the village, when he was affaulted by fuch a ter-
rible objection, as had well nigh induced our hero to abandon his enterprize
direétly : for, be recoliefted that he had never been knighted; and there-
fore, according to the laws of chivalry, he neither could nor ought to enter
the lifts with any antagonift of that degree ; nay, even granting he had re-
cerved that mark of diftinétion, it was his duty to wear white armour, like
a new knight, without any device in his fhield, until fuch time as his va-
lour fhould intitle him to that honour ¥,

Thefe cogitations made him waver a little in his plan; but his madnefs
prevalling over every other confideration, fuggefted, that he might be
dubbed by the firft perfon he fhould meet, after the example of many
others who had fallen upon the fame expedient; as he had read in thofe
mifchievous hooks which had difordered his imagination 4. With refpet to
the white armour, he propofed, with the firft opportunity, to fcour his own,
until it fhould be falrer than ermine; and having fatished his confcience in
this manner, he purfued his defign, without following any other road than
that which his horfe was pleafed to chufe; being perfuaded, that in fo do-
ing, he manifefted the true fpirit of adventure. Thus proceeded our flam-
ing adventurer, while he uttered the following foliloguy.

“ Doubtlefs, in fnture ages, when the true hiftory of my famed. exploits
{hall come to light, the fage author, when he recounts my firft and early fally,
will exprefs himfelf in this manner: ¢ Scarce had ruddy Pheebus, o'er this
wide and fpacious earth, difplay’d the golden threads of his refulgent hair; and.

* According to the ancient rules of chivalry, no man was ixtituled to the rank and degree of knights
hood, until he had been in adtual bartle, and taken a ;l:;lfoncr with his own hand,

+ It was common for one knight to dub another. Francis I. king of France was knighted, athisown
dcf ire; by the chevalier Bayard, who was looked upon as the flawer of chivalry.

fcarce
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icarce the hitle nainted warblers with their forky tongues, in {oft mellifluous
harmony, had hail'd the a‘aproa ch of rofy-wing 'd Aurora, who ftealing from
her] ealous hufband's couch, thro' the bazconﬁ and aerial gates of Mancha’s
bright horizon, ftood confefizd to wondering mortals; when lo! the iilu-
fmous knight Don Quixote de la Mancha, up-fprmgmg irom the lazy down,
beftrode fam’d Rozinante his unrival'd fteed! and thro’ Montiel's ancient,
vell knovn field (which was really the cafe) purfu'd his way.” Then he ad-
ded, < O fortunate age! O happy times! in which fhall be made public my
incomparable atchievements, worthy to be ingraved in brafs, on marble
frulptured, and in painting fhewn, as great examples to futurity! and O]
thou izge enchanter, whofcever thou may'ft be, doom'd to record the won-
drous ftory - forget not, I befeech thee, my trufty Rozinante, the irm com-
panion of my various fate” Then turning his horfe, he exclaimed, as if he
had been a@ually in love, © O Dulcinea! fovereign princefs of this captive
heart, what dire afiction hatt thou made me fuffer, thus banithed from
nv prefence wit cproacr and fettered by thy rgorous command, not to
appear again before thy beauteous face! Deign, Pnncefs, to remember this
thv faithrol ﬂave,, Who now wdures fuch mifery for love of thee!” Thefe,
fuch rhapi‘oﬁms, he ftrung together; imitating, as much as in
hum lzy, the {tile of thofe ridiculous bDOﬂE which he had read; and jogged
zlong, in fpite of the i fun which beam’d upon him fo intenfely hot, that

fureh' 15 brains, if any had remained, would have been fry'd 1n his fkull:
that w nule da 1d he travel, without encountring any thing worth men-
net grieved him forely, for he had expefted to find

foms objffct on whr,:  he coul L {ry the prowefs of his valiant arm®,

-~

Some authors {ay his arft adventure was that of the pafs of Lapice, but
others affirm, that the Windmills had the maidenhead of his valour: all
can aver of the matter, in confequence of what I found recorded in
the znnals of la Mancha, 5, that having travelled the whole day, his horfe
and he, about twilight, found themfelves excefiively wearled and hali' dead
with hunger; and that, looking around for fome caftle or fheep cot, 1n which
he might allay the cravings cf nature, by repofe and refrefhment, he def-
cried not fa rrom the rozd, an inn, which he looked upon as the ftar that
would guide him to the porch, 1f not the palace, of his redemption : in this
hope, he put fpurs to his horle, and juft 1n the twilight reached the gate,
where, atthet time, there happened to be two ladies of the game, who be-
Ing on their journey to wuhr., with the carriers, had chanced to take up
1This iud:-n& in this place,

xright ceferibed in Perceforel, who having been dubbed by

-‘i‘: ._r:-.*d the trees with fuch fury and nddrefs, that tht‘: king and
prowels atd cexienty,
As
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Chap. 2. DON QUIXOTE D 1A MaNcua. g

. As our hero’s imagination converted whatfoever he faw, heard or confi-
dered, into fomething of which he had read in books of chivalry; he no
fooner perceived the nn, than his fancy reprefented it, as a ftately caftle
with its four towers and pinnacles of fhining filver, accommodated with a
draw-bridge, deep moat, and all other conveniencies, that are defcribed as
belonging to buildings of that kind.

When he was within a2 fmall diftance of this inn, which to -him
feemed a caftle, he drew bridle, and ftopt Rozinante, in hope that fome
dwarf would appear upon the battlements, and fignify his arrival by found
of trumpet: but, as this ceremony was not pelformcd fo foon as he ex-
pected, and his fteed exprefled great eagernefs to be in the ftable; he rode
up to the gate, and obferving the battered wenches before mentioned, mi-
ftook them for two beantiful maidens, or agrceable ladies, enjoying the cool
breeze at the caftle-gate. At that inftant, a fwine-herd, who, in a field
hard by, was tending a drove of hogs, (with leave be it {fpoken) chanced
to blow hishorn, in order to colleCt his fcattered fubjects: immediately the
knight’s expectation was fulfilled, and concluding that now the dwarf had
given the fignal of his approach, he rode towards the inn with infinite fa-
tisfaCtion. The ladies no fooner perceived fuch a ftrange figure, armed
with lance and target, than they were feized with confternation, and ran
affrighted to the gate; but Don Quixote, guefling their terror by their ﬂlght
lifted up his patte-board vizor, and difcovering his meagre lanthorn jaws
befmeared with duft, addrefled them thus, with gentle voice and courteous
demeanour: ¢ Fly me not, ladies, nor dread the leaft affront; for, it be-
longs not to the order of kmghthood, which I profefs, to injure any mor-
tal, much lefs {uch high-born damiels as your appearance declares you
to be.”

The wenches, who ftared at him with all therr curiofity, in order to dif-
cover his face, which the forry beaver concealed, hearing themfielves filed
HIGH-BORN DAMSELS, an epithet {o for eign to therr profeflion, could con-
tain themfelves no longer, but burft out into fuch a fit of laughing, that
Don Quixote being offended, rebuked them in thefe words; Nothing is
more commendable in beautiful women than modefty; and nothing more
ridiculous than laughter proceeding from a ﬂlght caufe: but this I mention
not as a 1eproach by which I may mcur your indignation; on the contra-
ry, my intention 1s only to do you fervice.

This addrefs, which was wholly unintelligible to the ladies, together with
the ludicrous appearance of him who pronounced it, increafed their mirth,
which kindled the knight’s anger, and he began to wax wroth, when luck-
ily* the landlord interpofed. This innkecper, who, by reafon of his un-

wieldy belly, was of a pacific d1fpoﬁt10n, no fooner beheld the prepofte-
VOL I. C
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10 The LIFE and ATCHIEVEMENTS of Book 1.

rous figure of our hero, equipped with fuch ill-fuited accoutrements as his
bridle, lance, target and corflet compofed, than he was feized with an in-
chnation to join the nymphs in therr unfeafonable merrmment ; but, being
juftly afraid of ineenfing the owner of fuch unaccountable furniture, he
refolved to behave civilly, and accordingly accofted lnm m thefe words:
“ Sir knight, if your worfhip wants lodging, you may beaccommodated in
this inn with every thing in great abundance, except a bed; for at prefent
we have not one unengaged.” Don Quixote percerving the humility of the
governor of the caftle, for fuch he {uppofed the landlord to be, anfwered,
“ For me, fignior Caftellano, any thing will {ufhice; my drefs is armour,
battles my repofe, &c.” Mine hoft imagining that he called him Caftellano®,
becaufe he looked like a hypocntical rogue; tho’ indeed he was an Andalu-
fian, born on the coaft of St. Lucar, as great a thief as Cacus, and more
mifchievous than a collegian or a page, rephed with a fneer, ¢ If that be the
cafz, I fuppofe your worthip’s couch 1s no other than the flinty rock, and your
{leep perpetual waking ; fo that you may ahght with the comfortable affur-
ance, that you will find in this manfion, continual opportunities of defying
{leep, not only for one might, but for a whole year, if you pleafe to try the
expeniment.” With thefe words, helaid hold of the fhirrup of Don Quixote,
who difmounting with infinite pain and difficulty, occafiened by his having
travelled all day long without any refrefhment, bad the landlord take {pe-
cial care of his fteed; for, he obferved, a better piece of horfe-fleth had ne-
ver broke bread.

The innkeeper, tho’ with all his penetration he could not difcern any
qualities in Rozinante fufficient to jufhfy one half of what was faid in
his praife, led him avilly into the ftable, and having done the honours of the
place, returned to receive the commands of his other guet, whom he found
in the hands of the high-born damfels, who having by this time reconciled
themfelves to hum, were bufied in taking off his armour : they had already
difincumbered him of his back and breaft-plates, but could fall upon no
method of difengaging his head and neck from his ill-contrivid helmet and.
gorget, which were faft tied with green rbbons, the gordian knots of which
no human hands could loofe; and he would, by no means, allow them to be
cut; fo that he remained all night, armed from the throat upwards, and
afforded as odd and comical a {petacle as ever was feent. While thefe kind
harndans, whom he fuppofed to be the conftable’s lady and daughter, were

® Sam de Co2cla, Hignifes 2 cafty krave.

+ This croumitance of the ladies difarming the xnighs, is exa@lly conformable to the praftice of chi-
valy: 5o’ his reflufiog to lay afide his helimer, is no great argument of his courtefy or attachment to the
laws iad cuffoms of lis'prn.ﬁ)ﬁcn ; for, amepg kmights, 1t was looked upon as an indifpenfible mark of
, t0 appeas withoat the helmet in church, ard in prefence of ladies, or refpetable perfonages, and
, in thofe iron times, this wzs confidered as 2 neceffary mark and proof of peaceable intention;
heses we denive the ceffom of orcovering the bead in falatation,

lim
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Chap. 2. DON QUIXOTE DEe LA Maxcna.’ L1

employed in this hofpitable office, he faid to them with a fmile of inoconceiv-
able pleafure, “ Never was knight {o honoured by, the fervice.of ladies, as
Don Quixote when. he firft uthered himfelf into the world; ladies miniftred
unto him, and princeffes took charge of his Rozinante, O Rozinante!: (for
that, fair ladies, is thename of my fteed, and Don Quixote:de la Mancha
the appellation of his mafter) not that I intended to have difclofed myfelf
until the deeds atchieved in your fervice fhould have made me known; but, in
order to accommodate my prefent fituation to that venerable romance of Sir
Lancelot, I am obliged to difcover my name a little prematurely : yet, the
time will come, when your highneffes fhall command, and I will obey,
and the valour of this arm teftify the defire I feel of bemng your flave.”

The charmers, whom nature never defigned to expofe to fuch extraordi-
nary compliments, anfwered not a f{yllable, but asked if he chofe to have
any thing for fupper? To which kind queftion Don Quixote replied, that
from the information of his bowels, he believed nothing eatable could
come amifs. As it was unluckily a meagre day, the inn afforded no-other
fare than fome bundles of that fith which 1s called Abadexo in Cattile,
Baccalao in Andalufia, Curadillo in fome parts of Spamn, and Truchuelain
others: fo that they enquired if his worfhip could €at Truchuela; for
there was no other fith to be had. “ A number of troutlings, anfwered
the knight, will pleafe me as much as one trout: for, in my opinion, eight
fingle r1als are equivalent to one piece of eight; befides, thofe troutlings
may be as much preferable to trouts, as vealis to becf, or lamb to mutton
be that as 1t will, let the fith be immediately produced; for, the toil and
burthen of arms are not to be borne without fatisfying the cravings of the
{tomach.” A table being therefore covered at the mn-door, for the benefit of
the cool air, mine hoft brought out a cut of Baccalao, wretchedly water-
ed, and villanoufly cooked, with a loaf as black and greafy as his gueft’s
own armour : but, his manner of eating afforded infinite fubject for mirth ;
for, his head being inclofed in his helmet, and the beaver lifted up, his own
hands could be of no fervice in reaching the food to his mouth; and there-
fore, one of the ladies undertook to perform that office; but, they found it
impoffible to convey drink in the fame manner; and our hero muft have
made an uncomfortable meal, if the landlord had not bored a cane, and
putting one end of it in his mouth, poured fome wine into the other; an
- operation he endured with patience, rather than fuffer the ribbons of his
helmet to be deftroyed.

While they were thus employed, a fow-gelder happened to arrive at the
inn, and winding three or four blafts with his horn, confirmed Don Quixote
1n his opinion, that he fat in fome ftately caftle, entertained with mufic,
during his repaft, which, confifting of delicate troutling and bread of the

C 2 fineft



12 The LIFE and ATCHIEVEMENTS of  Book L.

finelt flour; was ferved up, not by a brace of harlots, and a thievith
innxeeper, but by the fair hands of two beautiful ladies, and the courte-
ous governor of the place. This conceit juftified his undertaking, and
If'lderr:a him very h::ppy in the {uiccels of hlS nrft fally; but, he was mor-
t:. when he recolleCted that he was not as yet knighted; becaufe he

thought he could not lawfully atchieve any adventure without having been
ﬁ:ﬂ: invefted with that honourable order.

CHAP I
ne diverting expedient Don Quixetke falls upen, in order to be knighted.

T ¥ Arrafizd by this rc‘i ction, he abridged his {orry meal, and called for
Lj the iz r.dlo“d with whom having {hut himfelf up in the ftable, he
ell upon his knees, and aadreiied the iuppoﬁ,d conftable 1n thefe words.
* Never will I rife from this fuppliant pofture, thrice vahiant knight, un-
t: vour courtefy fhall grant the boon I mean to beg; a boon! that will
not onlv redound to your particular praife, but al{o to the ineftimable be-
r.efit of mankind in general®)” T‘ne innkeeper hearing fuch difcourfe pro-
czd from the mouth of his guelt, who kneeled before -him, was afto-
mﬂud, and g“ zed at our hero, w ithout knowing what to fay or do: at

langth, howeves, De intreated him to rie; but, this requeft was abfo-
lately refufe I:.utll he affured him that his boon fhould be granted.

< %Lg-mor, fid Don Q Quixote, « I could expect no lefs from the courtefy
01 veur megnificence : I will now thereforz tell you, that the boon which

I have bﬂwed end obtained from your generoﬁn; 15, that you will, to-
morrow morming, vouchiafe to confer upen me the order of kmghthood.
This mgm will I watch my arms in ﬂle chapel of your caftle; that the
maorning, as i fzid, may fulhll m my eager defire, and enable me, as I ought,
-0 traverfe the four cornzrs of the 0r1d n fearch of adventures for the
¢zl of the diffreiid, accerding to he duty and office of chivalry, and
f thofe kmighss-errant whole genius, like mine, is ftrongly addicted to
inch 2 chxe.*. sments.
lord, who, as we have already obferved, was a fort of a wag,
znd had irom the bwmn;ng fufpected that his lodger’s brain was none
of the foundelt, having heard him to an end, no longer entertained any
doubts zbout the matter, and 1n order to regale himfelf and the reft of
his guefts witk a dith of murth, refolved to humour him in his extrava-
gance. \With this view, he told him, that nothing could be more ]uﬂ:
znd realeneble than his requett, his conceptions being extremely well fuit-
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of chivalsy did not antnorile the {up.
nd then he h d 2 right to demand it.
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Chap. 3 DON QUIXOTE De ra MancHua. 13

ed, and natural to fuch a peerlefs knight as his commanding prefence
and gallant demeanour demonftrated him to be: that he himfelf had, in
his youth, exercifed the honourable profeflion of errantry, firolling from
place to place, in queft of adventures, in the courfe of which he did not
fail to vifit the fuburbs of Malaga, the ifles of Riaran, the booths of Se-
ville, the market-place of Segovia, the olive-gardens of Valencia, the lit-
tle tower of Grenada, the bay of St. Lucar, the fpout of #Cordova, the
public-houfes of Toledo, and many other places, in which he had exer-
cifed the dexterity of his hands as well as the lightnefs of his heels, doing
infinite mifchief, courting widows without number, debauching damfels,
ruining heirs, and m fhort, making himfelf known at the bar of EVery
tribunal in Spamn: that, at length, he had retired to this caftle, where he
lived on his own means, together with thofe of other people; accom-
modating knights-errant of every quality and degree, {olely on account of
the affeCtion he bore to them, and to the coin which they parted with
in return for his hofpitality. He moreover informed him, that there was
no chapel in the caftle at prefent, where he could watch his armour, it
having been demolifthed 1n order to be rebuilt; but, that m cale of ne-
ceflity, as he very well knew, he might choofe any other place; that the
court-yard of the caftle would very well ferve the purpofe, where, when the
knight fhould have watched all night, he, the hoft, would in the morning,
with God’s permiflion, perform all the other ceremonies required, and create
him not only a knight, but fuch an one as fhould not have his fellow in
the whole univerfe,

He then afked, if he carried any money about with him, and the knight
replied, that he had not a foufe; for he had never read in the hiftory of
knights-errant, that they had ever troubled themfelves with any fuch in-
cambrance. The innkeeper affured him that he was very much miftaken;
for, that though no fuch circumitance was to be found in thofe hiftories, the
authors having thought it fuperfluous to mention things that were fo
plainly neceffary as money and clean fhirts, it was not to be fuppolfed that
‘their heroes travelled without fupplies of both: he might, therefore, take
it for granted and uncontrovertible, that all thofe knights, whofe actions
are fo voluminoufly recorded, never rode without their puifes well-lined
in cafes of emergency ++; not forgetting to carry a ftock of linnen, with

* Literally the colt of Cordova, becaufe the water gufhes out of a fountain, refembling an horfe’s
mouth., Thefe are places of refort frequented by thieves and fharpers,

+ Here the landlord was more felfilh than obfervant of the cuftoms of chivalry ; for, knights were
altually exempted from all expence whatever ; except when damages were awarded againft them in a
court of juftice, and in that cafe they paid for theis rank. This ¢ they looked upon as a mark of their
preheminence ; 1n confequence of which, at the fiege of Dux /e Roi, in the year 1411, each knight was
w.dered 1o carry eight fafcines, while the fqulrc was quit for half the number,
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